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VOLUNTEERS  TRANSFORM  LIBRARY  GROUNDS 

Saturday,  Aug.  20,  was  an  extremely 
busy  day  at  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 
as  about  30  volunteers,  profession- 
als as  well  as  enthusiastic  amateurs, 
trundled  wheelbarrows  back  and  forth, 
spread  mulch,  wielded  rakes,  trowels 
and  brooms,  laid  and  watered  sod  and 
planted  flowers  and  shrubs  to  put  the 
almost  final  touches  on  the  new  land- 
scaping of  the  front  of  the  library.  They 
were  encouraged  by  a  group  of  observ- 
ers who  admired  their  work,  made 
useful  suggestions  and  hoped  it  wasn't 
going  to  rain  (it  did,  but  only  a  little). 

The  result  of  all  this  activity  is 
a  delight  to  behold.  The  centerpiece 
of  the  project  was  the  formerly  sadly 
bedraggled  island  in  the  middle  of  the 
parking  area  ("it  was  more  suitable  as 
the  entrance  to  a  penitentiary  than  a 
library"  grumbled  one  of  the  observ- 
ers). The  island  has  been  completely 
transformed.  An  elegantly  winding  and 
handsomely  paved  path  now  leads  visi- 
tors from  the  west  side,  curves  around 
the  flagpole  and  on  to  the  library's 
front  door.  A  stone  wall  backed  by 
bushes  provides  a  pleasant  place  to  sit 
and  relax.  Eight  handsome  trees,  some 
surrounded  by  flowerbeds,  have  been 
planted  at  strategic  locations  around 
the  perimeter  of  the  island. 


The  newly 
landscaped  space 
in  front  of  the 
library,  thanks  to 
many  Sheffield 
volunteers. 


At  least  eight  other  trees  have  been 
planted  (or  transplanted)  in  the  front  of 
the  library  and  four  more  in  the  back, 
and  a  new  flowerbed  has  been  installed 
in  front  of  the  south  wing  of  the  build- 
ing. All  of  the  new  trees  and  shrubs  are 
species  native  to  the  area. 

Much  of  the  work — the  excavating 
and  grading,  the  construction  of  the 
sitting  wall  and  the  planting  of  most  of 
the  trees — had  been  done  over  a  period 
of  several  weeks  preceding  Green  Day. 

Not  a  penny  of  taxpayer  money 
was  spent  on  the  project.  In  a  remark- 
able demonstration  of  the  generosity 
of  local  businesses  and  individuals,  all 


of  the  labor  and  materials — and  there 
were  lots  of  both — were  donated  by 
local  businesses.  They  included  design- 
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SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  SEPT.  10 


The  5th  annual  Sheffield  in  Celebration 
will  be  held  on  Sheffield  Green  on  Sat., 
Sept.  10.  In  this  milestone  year,  the  an- 
nual Ashley  Falls  Fair  on  the  Green  that 
in  past  years  has  concluded  the  Celebra- 
tion week  will  be  combined  with  the 
Sheffield  Fair  for  a  "fair  within  a  fair,"  in 
one  big  festival  weekend. 

The  joint  celebration  will  take  place 
from  3  to  7pm  on  the  Green  in  the 
Center  of  Sheffield.  The  Green  will  be 
closed  to  vehiclular  traffic.  The  theme 
of  this  year's  event  is  "Reinvest  in  the 
Community,"  highlighting  two  Sheffield 
institutions — Old  Parish  Church  (the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Shef- 


field) and  the  Volunteer  Hose  Company 
#1 — that  flank  the  Green.  Both  are 
doing  fund-raising  campaigns  for  capital 
improvements  that  will  enable  them  to 
continue  to  serve  the  whole  community. 

Celebration  events 

Music  to  entertain  the  entire  family 
will  be  provided  by  local  favorites:  the 
Joint  Chiefs  (at  3);  Tom  Ingersoll  and 
Friends  (at  4:15)  and  the  Bobby  Sweet 
Trio  (at  5:15).  Favorite  vendors  and 
craftspeople  will  be  back,  along  with  new 
demonstrations,  including  blacksmith 
John  Graney  with  his  portable  forge. 

Continued  on  page  8 
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Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations 
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Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local. Tell  them  you  read  about  them  here. 
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advertising.  When  you  make  a  donation,  you  help  make  future  issues  possible  and  you  get  the  Sheffield  Times  in 
the  mail.  See  the  form  page  27. 
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ers,  architects,  landscapers,  arborists, 
excavators,  contractors,  masons,  build- 
ing suppliers  and  nurseries,  as  well  as 
ordinary  people.  The  basic  design  was 
the  work  of  Chris  Tomich  of  Tomich 
Landscape  Design  and  Construction. 
Chris  and  Tom  Ingersoll,  of  Webster 
Ingersoll,  shared  the  responsibility  for 
lining  up  the  professional  participants 
and  coordinating  their  efforts. 
The  volunteers  were  given  a 
thank-you  lunch  prepared  by  Pam 
Bloodworth  and  Barbara  Burns  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library. 
Library  Director  Nancy  Hahn  is 
delighted  with  the  results.  "This  was 
a  major  project  done  very  quickly  and 
the  results  far  exceeded  our  expecta- 
tions. Everything  was  done  perfectly 


and  people  enjoyed  themselves.  Shef- 
field is  fortunate  to  have  so  many 
public-spirited  businesses  and  indi- 
viduals willing  to  contribute  so  much 
time  and  effort  to  a  project  like  this." 

More  remains  to  be  done,  in- 
cluding the  renovation  of  the  am- 
phitheatre at  the  back  of  the  library 
building  and  the  fixing  and  reloca- 
tion of  the  gazebo  to  the  front  of  the 
building. 

Nancy  and  the  Library  Trustees 
will  be  meeting  to  discuss  how  best  to 
commemorate  the  event  and  properly 
recognize  all  of  the  participants.  The 
library  expects  to  include  a  complete 
list  of  the  professional  volunteers  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  Sheffield  Times. 

— Peter  Rowntree 


Frank  Garretson,  above,  helps  plant  a  tree.  Julie  Hannum,  left,  helps  plant 
perennials  once  the  trees  are  in.  Below,  Monterey  Masonry  builds  the  stone  way, 
then  paving  is  installed  (bottom  right)  and  the  trees  are  positioned  (bottom  left). 


Community  News 


INSIDE  THE  ASHLEY  FALLS  POST  OFFICE 

Centrally  located  at  the  intersection  of  Route  7  A,  East  Main  St. 
and  Rannapo  Rd.,  the  Ashley  Falls  Post  Office  serves  as  town 
center  for  this  small  New  Eng'ind  village  that  is  Sheffield's 
other  town  center.  Outside  the  post  office  on  the  east  wall,  there 
is  a  community  bulletin  board  and  a  box  filled  with  current 
issues  of  the  free  Sheffield  Times.  Copies  of  the  Berkshire  Eagle 
can  be  purchased  from  a  nearby  newspaper  box. 

As  you  enter  the  building,  your  eye  is  immediately  drawn 
to  the  left,  to  the  old  style  double-eagle  brass  postal  boxes  with 
combination  locks.  Above  these  hangs  a  caricature  portrait  of 
Christine  Welch,  the  longest  serving  postmaster  (1947-1978) 
and  a  framed  picture  of  an  old  post  office,  probably  from  anoth- 
er New  England  town.  To  the  right,  a  poster  with  photographs 
of  the  2005  Memorial  Day  parade  sits  on  a  small  counter  in 
front  of  large  windows  overlooking  the  village  green.  Small 
personal  post  office  items  (teddy  bears,  pens,  note  card  sets  and 
tote  bags)  are  shelved  in  a  small  glass  case;  this  little  "gift  shop" 
was  expanded  when  the  Rt.  7A  bridge  to  Canaan  was  closed, 
as  a  service  to  the  village  residents.  On  the  wall  hangs  a  small 
board  for  notices  of  personal  town  events— weddings,  births, 
deaths  and  hospitalizations. 

It's  a  post  office  that  takes  pride  in  its  small  size  and  its 
personal  service  to  the  community.  That's  exactly  what  Mary 
Blaise,  postmaster  for  the  past  101/2  years,  likes  most  about 
working  here.  Mary  knows  all  of  her  customers  by  name,  and 
she  is  on  a  first-name  basis  with  most  of  them,  who  she  says 
are  "like  family."  Until  five  years  ago,  Mary  hosted  a  coffee  hour 
with  homemade  cookies  twice  yearly  in  the  lobby;  she  has 
had  to  stop  that  for  lack  of  time.  She  continues  to  bake  cook- 
ies for  her  customers  at  Christmas,  however,  and  they  bring 
in  leftover  cookies  to  share  with  others,  particularly  after  the 
lighting  of  the  holiday  tree.  A  customer,  Doreen  Chassie,  owner 
of  Country  Log  Homes,  who  has  used  this  post  office  for  many 
years,  says,  "This  post  office  staff  is  particularly  cooperative  and 
helpful.  There  is  nothing  Mary  won't  do  for  her  customers." 

Mary  feels  she  gets  back  from  the  community  the  same 
personal  caring  and  concern  that  she  gives.  One  year  ago  this 
August,  when  one  of  her  two  adult  daughters  was  killed  in  an 
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Tloe  post  office  in  Ashley  Falls. 

automobile  crash,  leaving  an  11-year-old  son,  the  Ashley  Falls 
community  gave  her  "their  wholehearted  support." 

She  misses  the  elderly  patrons  from  North  Canaan  who 
have  not  been  able  to  use  the  post  office  since  the  bridge  clos- 
ing, and  she  looks  forward  to  their  return  in  late  September 
when  the  bridge  reopens.  When  she  is  not  at  the  post  office, 
Mary  spends  much  of  her  time  with  her  four  grandchildren  or 
working  in  her  garden  in  Great  Barrington,  created  in  part  from 
cuttings  given  to  her  by  her  customers. 

Gardening  is  also  important  for  Pamela  Gillette,  who  has 
been  Mary's  Postmaster  Relief  for  the  past  eight  years.  Pam  cov- 
ers for  Mary  when  she  is  away  on  vacation  or  helping  to  train 
new  postmasters  throughout  the  county.  She  works  alongside 
Mary  during  busy  times  such  as  the  holiday  season.  Addition- 
ally, she  covers  for  the  postmasters  in  Mill  River  and  Southfield. 
Pam  says  most  of  the  plants  in  her  garden  in  Southfield  have 
also  come  from  post  office  customers. 

Jeri  Bottass  is  the  third  employee  working  at  the  Ashley 
Falls  post  office.  Jeri  has  been  the  Ashley  Falls  mail  carrier  for 
the  past  seven  years  and  she  is  also  one  of  two  mail  carriers  at 
the  Sheffield  P.O.  Jeri  covers  the  Sheffield  route  in  the  morn- 
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ing  before  arriving  at  the  Ashley  Falls  post  office  to  sort,  deliver 
and  pick  up  mail  from  the  houses  on  her  Ashley  Falls  route.  Jeri 
describes  her  Ashley  Fails  customers  as  kind-they  will  some- 
times bring  her  soda  or  water  and  cookies  when  she  is  working 
the  route.  She  recalls  that  one  cold  winter  day  "a  young  woman 
came  out  with  a  hot  cup  of  tea  for  me.  I  was  warmed  in  two 
ways— by  both  the  tea  and  the  kindness."  Like  her  co-workers, 
Jeri  spends  much  of  her  free  time  gardening. 

According  to  The  Postal  History  of  Berkshire  County, 
MA  1790-1981,  compiled  by  Leo  Lincoln  and  Lee  Drickamer 
in  1982,  the  post  office  in  Ashley  Falls  was  first  established  in 
1849  with  Dr.  John  Scoville  as  the  first  postmaster.  The  post 
office  was  housed  in  a  building  on  his  property  on  the  northern 
side  of  East  Main  St.  It  was  later  moved  to  the  old  Thurston 
Store,  which  recently  housed  Lewis  and  Wilson  antiques  on  the 
southern  side  of  East  Main  St. 

Since  then,  it  has  been  located  in  a  number  of  buildings.  It 
is  known  that  in  1865  it  was  shifted  to  the  old  corner  store  on 
the  current  site.  This  store  burned  down  in  1903.  From  1906- 
1923  the  post  office  was  located  in  the  Roraback  home  on  the 
west  side  of  Rt.  7  A  just  north  of  the  center,  currently  the  home 
of  Blanche  Bennett  (Postmaster  from  1978-1984).  From  1923- 
1947  the  post  office  was  housed  in  the  old  Dunham  Store  (later 
the  site  of  Maplewood  Fabrics)  until  it  moved  to  the  home  of 
the  new  postmaster,  Christine  Welch,  on  the  east  side  of  7 A. 
During  the  1950s,  Postmaster  Welch  bought  both  the  building 
at  the  central  intersection  in  town  and  the  house  next  door  on 
Rannapo  Rd.  and  she  moved  the  post  office  to  its  present  site. 

According  to  the  current  owner,  Joan  Brooks,  the  post 
office  building  replicates  exactly  the  original  corner  store  that 
housed  the  post  office  until  it  burned  down  in  1903,  except 
that  the  outside  staircase  to  the  second  floor  has  been  enclosed. 
Today  the  building  houses  the  architectural  offices  of  John 
James,  located  behind  the  post  office,  and  two  apartments  on 
the  second  floor. 

During  the  late  1970s,  just  before  Blanche  Bennett  became 


Postmaster  Mary  Blaise,  the  relief  postmaster  Pamela  Gillette, 
and  mail  carrier  Jeri  Bottass  in  front  of  the  post  office's  old  brass 
mailboxes. 

postmaster,  there  was  an  attempt  to  close  the  Ashley  Falls  post 
office  and  put  the  village  on  a  rural  delivery  route  out  of  Shef- 
field. Mostly  due  to  the  determined  efforts  of  the  then  postmas- 
ter Christine  Welch,  the  plan  failed.  Since  there  is  no  country 
store  in  Ashley  Falls,  the  post  office  continues  to  be  the  center 
of  activities  in  the  village  and  the  community  does  not  want  to 
give  it  up.  — Ellen  Rowntree 


ZIP  CODE  01222 

Ashley  Falls  has  320  postal  boxes,  of  which  220  are  cur- 
rently rented.There  are  207  route  deliveries.The  lobby  is 
open  7:30am-5pm;  window  hours  are7:30-l  1:30  am;  1:00- 
4:00  pm.The  mail  delivery  truck  arrives  at  8am  and  leaves 
at  4:30pm. 


JULIE  HANNUM:  THE  NEWEST  SELECTMAN 


A  three-person,  part-time  Board  of  Selectmen  serves  the  town  of 
Sheffield.  In  past  issues,  we've  profiled  David  Macy  and  Janet  Stan- 
ton, the  other  two  on  the  Board. 

Being  a  Selectman  is  a  challenging  job.  If  you're  also  a  wife  and 
mother  of  two  and  have  your  own  career,  it  becomes  particu- 
larly compelling. 

That's  what  Julie  Hannum,  elected  to  the  Board  in  May, 
reports  after  her  first  months  on  the  job.  She  says  it  has  been 
"a  great  challenge"  and  "a  lot  of  fun,"  but  "there's  a  ton  to  learn." 
Attending  meetings  is  only  the  public  face  of  a  selectman's 
responsibility.  Every  public  decision  is  preceded  by  lengthy 
background  papers  and  reports  that  must  be  read,  understood 
and  digested. 

Hannum  is  a  life-long  resident  of  Sheffield,  married  to 
Steve  Hannum,  whom  she  met  through  her  work  with  the 
Sheffield  Grange.  They  have  two  children,  one  a  student  at  Mt. 
Everett  Regional  High  School  and  the  other  a  graduate,  now 
at  the  University  of  Massachusetts.  Hannum  works  as  a  Tech 
Prep  Program  Director  for  Berkshire  Community  College  and 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education. 


When  she  ran  for  office,  improving  communication  be- 
tween the  town  and  Sheffield's  citizens  was  a  prionrv  .ind  she  is 
pleased  with  the  progress  that  has  been  made.  Discussion  has 
begun  on  the  development  of  a  town  website  with  a  goal  of  hav- 
ing one  in  place  by  January  1.  Also  in  the  works  is  an  outdoor 
bulletin  board  in  front  of  Town  Hall  informing  townspeople 
24/7  about  meetings  and  other  town -wide  events. 

With  the  addition  of  Marcia  Savage  and  Catherine  Miller 
to  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  Committee  and  the 
election  of  Shcffielditejack  Pollitt  as  its  Chair,  she  is  pleased 
with  the  quality  of  Sheffield's  representation  on  the  committee. 
Discussions  with  the  American  Legion  and  potentiallv  wirh  the 
Barrington  Stage  Company  about  a  new  home  for  the  Sheffield 
Senior  Center  offer  hope  for  the  resolution  of  a  continuing  con- 
cern. She  is  very  supportive  of  the  desire  of  the  Sheffield  Fire 
Department  to  enlarge  its  facility. 

Hannum  hopes  people  will  know  rhev  can  call  her  at  home 
if  they  have  issues  or  concerns.'  It  might  take  a  dav  or  two  to 
return  them,  but  I  will  call  back,  she  affirmed.  "I  think  people 
have  been  trying  me  out,"  she  said. "I  hope  what  I  am  doing  is 
good  for  the  people  of  Sheffield."  — John  G.  Wightman 


Community  News 


FARMERS  MARKET  CELEBRATES  J™  ANNIVERSARY 

Five  years  ago,  local  farmer  June  Wolfe  had  an  inspired  idea:  a 
centrally  located  market  in  Sheffield  that  would  allow  the  town's 
farmers  and  producers  to  sell  products  directly  to  the  community. 
Though  some  growers  doubted  that  Sheffield  could  support  its 
own  market,  a  small  committee  formed  and  began  the  neces- 
sary hard  work.  In  May  2000,  the  Farmers'  Market  of  Sheffield 
opened,  setting  up  in  the  parking  lot  of  Old  Parish  Church.  Friday 
afternoons  were  chosen,  to  make  the  market  handy  for  locals, 
weekenders  and  visitors  on  their  way  through  town. 

A  recent  trip  to  the  market  provided  a  pleasant  foray  into  al- 
ternative shopping — customers,  local  and  tourist  alike,  hover  over 
baskets  of  heirloom  vegetables  and  other  interesting  local  produce, 
most  harvested  just  hours  before.  Vendors  answer  questions  about 
their  goods  and  offer  cooking  tips.  Shoppers  catch  up  with  friends, 
learn  about  local  events  and  issues,  or  just  linger  in  the  sun  enjoy- 
ing a  treat  or  a  fresh  piece  of  bread  from  one  of  the  many  partici- 
pating bakers.  The  emphasis  is  on  fresh,  healthy  fruits,  vegetables 
and  other  foodstuffs,  much  of  it  produced  organically. 

Market  manager  Sandra  Snyder  oversees  the  operation  while 
selling  her  own  organic  herbs,  vegetable  and  berries.  Her  two 
young  daughters  play  with  some  visiting  dogs  on  the  grass  nearby. 
"We  are  always  searching  for  ways  to  improve  the  market,"  says 
Snyder,  an  original  member  of  the  Market's  steering  committee. 
"We  love  customer  feedback  and  have  often  made  changes  based 
on  what  people  tell  us." 

To  promote  more  variety,  vendors  are  now  able  to  sell  items 
from  other  local  producers. "We  all  work  on  a  small  scale  and  can't 
provide  everything  that  customers  ask  for,  so  we  are  bringing  in 
fruit  and  cheese  and  other  items."  Such  wares  coupled  with  the 
organic  heritage-breed  meat  and  poultry  from  Moon  in  the  Pond 
Farm  allow  shoppers  to  plan  a  week  of  meals  from  one  visit  to  the 
market. "It's  not  quite  one-stop  shopping,  but  it's  getting  closer," 
Snyder  adds,  "and  everyone  is  happy." 

To  support  the  Sheffield  community  beyond  the  farmers, 
every  week  the  market  invites  a  local  non-profit  organization  to 
staff  one  of  the  market  tables  for  fundraising  or  education.  An- 
other table  is  dedicated  to  Sheffield  Young  Farmers,  giving  them 
an  opportunity  to  learn  the  marketing  side  of  farming.  The 
vendors  also  donate  unsold  produce  and  goods  to  the  Sheffield 
Food  Pantry  at  Old  Parish  Church. 

"People  have  now  worked  the  market  into  their  summer 
routines,"  says  June  Wolfe. 

The  market  has  proved  a  positive  economic  force  in  Shef- 
field. People  buy  from  local  sellers,  who  in  turn  spend  the  earn- 
ings in  the  community.  More  tourist  dollars  are  spent  in  town. 
Commercial  activity  increases  in  Sheffield's  business  district. 
Thus,  income  is  retained  in  Sheffield  instead  of  being  trans- 
ferred to  urban,  corporate  centers. 

The  Farmers'  Market  of  Sheffield  has  actually  inspired  one 
resident  to  go  into  business.  This  May,  Neighborgood  Local  Cre- 
ations, selling  local  hand-made  items,  jewelry,  art  and  photogra- 
phy, was  opened  by  Caitlin  Hotaling  in  the  center  of  Sheffield 
next  to  Silk's  Variety. "The  market  was  very  influential  in  shap- 
ing my  idea  for  the  store,"  she  said  recently.  "I  took  the  local  food 


Farmers  and  producers  sell  directly  to  the  community  at  the  Farm- 
ers' Market,  Fridays  4-7pm  . 

concept  and  translated  it  to  a  local  creativity  concept.  There  are 
so  many  talented  people  in  our  town  and  South  County." 

New  vendors 

The  mix  of  market  vendors  usually  changes  as  the  season 
progresses.  Snyder  points  to  a  number  of  stalls.  "Dave's  Melons 
has  just  returned — that's  a  crowd  pleaser. 
And  we  have  first-time  participants."  These  include  vegetable 
growers  Brian  Belt  and  his  neighbors  from  Copake,  NY,  and 
Farm  Girls  Farm  from  North  Egremont,  which  specialize  in  a 
wide  range  of  organic  produce,  including  22  types  of  heirloom 
tomatoes.  Farmers  Laurie  Meister  and  Rory  O'Dwyer  started 
the  farm  last  year,  with  the  help  and  encouragement  of  many 
local  farmers. 

"At  last,"  Snyder  continued, "Bruce  Howden  is  finally  here, 
with  'silver  and  gold'  corn  and  his  famous  pumpkins." 

Planning  for  next  year's  market  has  already  begun,  starting 
with  the  search  for  a  new  market  manager.  Snyder  is  stepping 
down  for  personal  reasons.  The  position  has  always  been  held 
by  a  market  participant,  but  the  committee  is  considering  ex- 
panding the  search  to  the  greater  Sheffield  community. 

Another  focus  will  be  the  struggle  to  get  more  local 
customers  at  the  market.  There  is  a  perception  that  the  prices 
are  too  expensive,  yet  a  quick  survey  of  the  market  revealed  a 
wide  range  of  prices.  Corn  and  tomatoes  are  competitive,  or 
even  cheaper,  than  in  the  supermarket.  Yes,  some  things,  such 
as  Palumbo's  exceptional  Scottish  Highland  beef,  are  expensive 
due  to  limited  availability  and  high  demand.  But  such  products 
are  not  available  at  local  stores. 

The  marketers,  mindful  that  many  Sheffielders  grow  their 
own  produce,  are  developing  another  program  for  next  year.  It 
will  allow  residents  to  give  their  extra  crops  to  designated  ven- 
dors who  will  sell  the  surplus  for  them.  Details  will  be  worked 
out  over  the  winter. 

As  the  market  slows  down  towards  the  end  of  the  day,  Sny- 
der calls  to  her  kids  and  looks  around  at  stragglers  still  search- 
ing for  a  final  culinary  marvel.  "Prices  may  sometimes  be  lower 
in  the  stores,"  she  says,  "but  you  can't  find  stuff  that's  fresher  and 
better  tasting  than  what  is  sold  at  our  Sheffield  market." 

— Nancy  Kriegel 


VENDORSATTHE  MARKET 

Barb's  Baked  Goods:  baked  goods 
Berkshire  Mountain  Bakery:  bread  and 

baked  goods 
Copake  Growers:  vegetables 
David's  Melons:  melons,  vegetables 
Dutch  Desserts:  baked  goods 
Equinox  Farm:  flowers,  lettuce  and  greens, 

vegetables 
Farm  Girls  Farm:  produce 
Farm  House  Bakers:  baked  goods,  dips,  spreads 
Gould  Farm:  cheese,  syrup,  baked  goods,  granola, 

more 
High  Country  Farm:  produce 
Howden  Farms:  corn,  pumpkins,  vegetables 
Moon  In  The  Pond  Farm:  plants,  produce,  meat 
Ms.  Shell's  Bakery:  chocolates,  candy 
When  Pigs  Fly  Farm:  plants,  vegetables,  herbs, 

berries 
Wolfe  Ridge  Farm:  produce,  plants,  eggs 


Raffle  at  Farmers  Market.  In  August,  Barbara  Davidson  of  Barb's  Baked 
Goods  raffled  off  a  basket  of  her  sweet  bread,  bread,  homemade  jam,  carrot 
cake,  homemade  granola  bars,  blueberry  muffins,  and  sugar  and  peanut  butter 
cookies.  The  winner  was  a  gentleman  from  Sheffield.  Proceeds  went  to  the 
Farmers  Market  to  support  special  events.  — Suzanne  Bouthillette,  Sheffield 


BENEFIT  FOR  EAGLE  FUND 

"The  Guys"  a  play  about  9/11  by  Anne  Nelson,  will  be  pre- 
sented as  a  benefit  for  the  Eagle  Fund  of  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  at  8pm  Sat.,  Sept.  10,  and  2pm,  Sun., 
Sept.  11  at  the  Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center  at  Mt.  Everett 
High  School.  Tickets  for  the  Saturday  gala,  which  will  feature  a 
Pre-Performance  Discussion  at  7  with  playwright  Anne  Nelson, 
Hugh  Hardy  and  director  Liz  Thompson,  and  a  post-perfor- 
mance dessert  reception,  are  $60.  Tickets  for  the  Sunday  matinee 
are  $25  ($15  for  students). 

"The  Guys,"  based  on  Nelson's  real  experiences,  is  a  dialogue 
between  a  fire  captain  who  has  lost  most  of  his  men  in  the  at- 
tack and  an  editor  who  helps  him  write  eulogies  for  them  as  she 
struggles  herself  to  come  to  terms  with  the  event.  Both  find  out, 
as  the  script  says, "We  have  no  idea  what  wonders  lie  hidden  in 
the  people  around  us." 

It  was  first  performed  in  an  off-off-Broadway  production 
and  was  made  into  a  movie  released  in  2002  starring  Sigourney 
Weaver  and  Anthony  LaPaglia. 

The  Eagle  Fund  is  an  endowment  started  by  local  citizens  to 
raise  money  for  educational  enrichment  programs  for  students 
in  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District  for  creative 
and  innovative  projects  across  many  disciplines  including  the  arts, 
sciences  and  technology.  The  Eagle  Fund  operates  under  the  um- 
brella of  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation,  a  501(c) 
(3)  not-for-profit  corporation. 

Approximately  $70,000  has  been  awarded  over  the  last  seven 
years  to  projects  spanning  all  disciplines  and  all  age  levels.  Recent 
projects  include  funding  "The  Eagle  Flyer,"  the  school  newspaper, 
along  with  the  aquaculture  lab,  sound  equipment  for  the  Per- 
forming Arts  Department  and  the  hight  school's  Madrigal  Feast. 

For  reservations  and  information,  call  the  Performing  Arts 
Department  Office  at  the  school  at  229-8252. 


SCHOOL  DISTRICT  ANNIVERSARY 

The  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District  turns  50 
years  old  this  year-the  first  and  oldest  regional  school  district 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  Many  activities  are 
planned  throughout  the  school  year.  Kicking  off  the  celebration 
are  events  the  weekend  of  Oct.  22  and  23. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  22,  there  will  be  a  50s-style  sock 
hop  dance  in  the  school  gymnasium.  Sunday  afternoon,  Oct. 
23,  there  will  be  a  rededication  ceremony  in  the  Consolati  Per- 
forming Arts  Center.  State  and  local  dignitaries  will  be  invited 
and  the  community  is  welcome  to  attend. 

A  planning  committee  is  currently  being  formed  and  is 
looking  for  volunteers.  It  would  be  extremely  helpful  if  people 
who  were  around  50  years  ago  or  who  were  part  of  the  planning 
of  the  regional  school  district  could  be  involved. 

For  more  information,  call  Bob  Law,  planning  chairman,  at 
229-4252. 
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Community  News 


SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  com.  from  page , 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  will  have  a  chair 
exhibit  going  at  the  Old  Stone  Store  and  will  feature 
demonstrations  by  craftsman  Boyd  Hutchison  on  the 
sidewalk  in  front  (see  page  20  for  more).  The  Sheffield 
Land  Trust  and  Sheffield  Tree  Project  will  be  on  hand 
with  maps  and  information  for  fairgoers,  so  you  can 
add  your  favorite  locale  to  the  Land  Trust's  Places  of 
the  Heart  map  or  learn  about  tree  plantings  in  Sheffield 
and  Ashley  Falls.  The  Sheffield  Senior  Center  and  Boy 
Scouts  will  have  information  on  their  programs  as  well. 

The  Boy  Scout  climbing  wall  and  the  hayride  will 
be  back,  and  there  will  be  lots  of  other  activities  for  kids. 
The  Old  Parish  Glory  Be  Clowns  will  be  roaming  the 
crowds  between  3:30  and  4:30.  Classic  cars  will  be  on 
display. 

Food  vendors,  including  the  Kiwanis  food  wagon, 
fried  dough,  homemade  baked  goods,  fresh  produce  and 
more,  will  be  located  in  the  parking  lot  of  Old  Parish 
Church.  And,  of  course,  the  Main  St  merchants,  including  the 
Sheffield  Market,  Silk's  Variety,  Neighborhoods  Local  Cre- 
ations, South  Main  Clothing  Outlet  and  Bits  and  Pieces  will 
also  be  open  for  their  usual  business,  and  some  with  special 
Celebration  offerings,  like  the  wine  tasting  at  Silk's. 

And  while  Old  Parish's  "Heavenly  Quilt  Show"  is  on  hiatus 
this  year,  the  Old  Parish  Quilters  will  be  selling  raffle  tickets  for 
this  year's  queen-sized  "Sampler  Quilt." 

Old  Parish  renovations 

Old  Parish  Church,  built  in  1760,  has  always  been  more 
than  a  church.  For  245  years,  it's  been  one  of  Sheffield's  princi- 
pal community  gathering  places.  During  its  long  life,  many  resi- 
dents of  Sheffield  have  enjoyed  its  hospitality  and  shelter,  and 
they  all  pitched  in  when  repairs  were  needed.  Now  the  church 
is  taking  its  turn. 

Currently,  carpenters  are  busy  smoothing  over  this  his- 
toric building's  hurts  and  replacing  parts  that  are  tattered  and 
torn.  All  the  windows  have  been  reputtied;  the  front  facade 
and  doors  are  being  restored;  the  sill  on  the  north  wall  is  being 
replaced;  and  the  floor  in  the  parlor  will  be  leveled.  Soon,  with 
a  fresh  coat  of  paint,  Old  Parish  will  once  again  present  a  new, 
smiling  face  to  grace  the  village. 

But  the  restoration  work  is  expensive,  and  the  congregation 
must  raise  the  needed  funds.  As  part  of  that  effort,  during  the 
Fair,  Old  Parish  will  present  a  quality  merchandise  sale.  This 
is  not  just  any  tag  sale.  There  will  be  crystal,  cut  glass,  leather 
goods,  brass,  old  wooden  tools,  old  coins,  snowshoes,  and 
numerous  other  items.  Members  of  the  congregation  will  be  on 
hand  to  help  you  explore  the  merchandise  and  the  renovations. 

New  building  for  the  Volunteer  Hose  Company 

The  Sheffield  Volunteer  Hose  Company  #1  is  starting  a 
major  fundraising  effort  to  expand  its  building,  located  next 
to  Town  Hall  behind  the  Sheffield  Marketplace.  Plans  call  for 
adding  a  second  floor  and  a  30-by-30-foot  section  on  the  east 
side  of  the  existing  building.  The  Hose  Company  plans  to  make 


Boyd  Hutchison  will  be  demonstrating 
historic  chair  making  (above).  The 
climbing  wall  is  always  a  big  hit  (left). 


the  addition  fit  the  character  of  the  existing  building. 

The  addition  will  give  the  fire  house  two  more  bays  that 
will  be  large  enough  to  hold  the  fire  trucks  that  will  be  needed 
in  the  future  (new  trucks  are  too  large  to  fit  into  the  existing 
building).  The  second  story  will  be  made  into  a  kitchen  area, 
bunk  quarters  and  bathrooms  for  firefighters  and  office  areas 
for  the  chief  of  the  department  (a  volunteer  position  appointed 
by  Town  Selectmen)  and  the  president  of  the  Hose  Company. 

The  Hose  Company,  a  private  volunteer  organization,  owns 
and  maintains  the  fire  station  without  help  from  tax  moneys.  It 
plans  on  funding  the  improvements  solely  through  the  company 
and  donations  from  the  community.  Toward  that  end,  the  Hose 
Company  is  open  to  advice  from  residents  about  how  to  make 
the  fundraising  effort  a  success. 

The  Hose  Company  will  host  an  open  house  throughout 
the  Fair.  People  will  have  an  opportunity  to  tour  the  firehouse, 
review  the  plans  for  the  addition  and  see  the  fire  engines  on 
display.  And,  of  course,  there  will  be  hats  for  the  kids. 

Commemorative  mugs 

This  year's  commemorative  mugs,  donated  by  Sheffield 
Pottery  and  made  from  their  local  clay  mix,  feature  the 
Volunteer  Hose  Company  and  Old  Parish  Church  in 
addition  to  the  Celebration's  signature  cow.  Mugs  will  be  for 
sale  at  the  Fair.  Fairgoers  who  missed  last  year's  mugs  will  be 
able  to  purchase  combined  sets  of  these  collectibles. 

Other  weekend  events 

Celebration  events  start  on  Friday,  Sept.  9.,  with  the  Farm- 
ers' Market  of  Sheffield,  also  celebrating  its  fifth  anniversary. 
The  market  is  open  4-7pm.  See  the  story  on  page  6  for  more. 

At  7pm  on  Friday,  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society  will 
conduct  a  special  tour  of  the  historic  Ashley  Falls,  now  being 
restored  by  Howard  Chezar,  followed  by  a  panel  discussion  of 
the  mill's  long  history  at  8pm  at  the  Trinity  Methodist  Hall. 
Neal  Chamberlain  inspired  this  program  following  an  oral 
history  with  life-long  resident  Bill  Conklin.  For  more  on  this 
event,  see  page  20. 
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Before  the  Fair  on  Saturday,  visit  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church's  Tag  and 
Bake  Sale  to  benefit  hurricane  victims,  9am-2pm  at  the  Sheffield  Grange  on  Rte 
7.  And  after  the  fair,  at  8pm  and  again  on  Sunday  afternoon  at  2pm,  "The  Guys" 
will  be  presented  at  the  Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center  at  Mt.  Everett  Re- 
gional High  School  as  a  benefit  for  the  Eagle  Fund.  For  reservations  and  infor- 
mation, call  the  Performing  Arts  Department  Office  at  the  school  at  229-8252. 
(See  page  7.) 

David  Smith  and  Kathy  Orlando,  co-chairs  of  the  Celebration  Committee, 
say  that  this  year's  combined  fairs  will  feature  more  to  do  than  ever,  with  plenty 
for  everyone  and  every  age  to  enjoy.  Thanks  to  all  the  businesses,  organizations 
and  individuals  who  are  giving  time  and  donations  to  make  this  event  possible. 

Special  thanks  to  Corporate  Sponsor  Sheffield  Pottery  and  Benefactors  Berk- 
shire Bank,  Berkshire  School  and  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust.  Look  for  a  com- 
plete list  of  contributors  and  thank  yous  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Sheffield  Times. 
For  more  information  contact  Dave  at  229-9956. 


There  is  ahvays  a  line  at  the  face-painting  table  at 
the  Sheffield  Fair. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  MENTORSHIP  PROGRAM  RECEIVES  GRANT 


The  South  Berkshire  Mentorship  Program,  which  started  in 
February  2005  to  broaden  the  horizons  of  area  high  school 
students,  will  be  expanded  in  2006,  with  the  help  of  a  $10,000 
grant  from  the  Massachusetts  Service  Alliance.  The  Alliance 
oversees  the  distribution  of  federal  funding  for  mentoring 
programs  in  the  state.  The  expansion  of  the  program  was  an- 
nounced by  Sheela  Siegel  Clary,  director  of  the  program  and 
director  of  the  South  Berkshire  Youth  Coalition,  which  spon- 
sors and  supports  the  program. 

Clary  developed  the  idea  of  a  mentoring  program  for 
South  County  while  she  was  working  as  diversity  coordinator 
for  Landmark  Volunteers,  a  nonprofit  organization  provid- 
ing summer  service  opportunities  for  high  school  students 
throughout  the  country.  Based  on  her  knowledge  of  various 
mentoring  programs,  she  developed  one  she  thought  would 
work  for  students  at  Mt.  Everett  and  Monument  Mountain 
High  Schools. 

The  program  has  two  parts:  ongoing  participation  in  a 
relationship  with  a  volunteer  adult  mentor  from  the  com- 
munity and  participation  for  two  or  more  weeks  in  a  summer 
service/activity  program.  Through  the  mentoring  relationship, 
the  students  are  helped  to  expand  and  develop  their  interests 
and  explore  new  ideas.  Through  the  summer  program  they 
challenge  themselves  to  live  and  work  with  new  people  in  dif- 
ferent settings  away  from  home. 

This  past  summer,  six  of  the  nine  current  students  in  the 
program  participated  in  summer  service.  One  worked  in  New 
Hampshire  on  a  Landmark  Volunteers  project.  One  camped 
in  Vermont  with  Kroka  Expeditions,  and  another  spent  two 
weeks  at  a  skateboarding  camp  in  Vermont.  Three  spent  five 
weeks  living  with  families  and  traveling  through  the  Experi- 
ment in  International  Living,  a  national  summer  program  for 
high  school  students  that  includes  homestays  and  travel  in  25 
countries  throughout  the  world.  Two  were  in  Japan  and  one 
was  in  Germany. 

The  students  were  supported  in  part  or  in  whole  by 
donations  or  scholarships  from  the  Sheffield  Kiwanis,  the 
South  Berkshire  Rotary,  the  South  Berkshire  Youth  Coalition, 
Landmark  Volunteers,  individual  donors  and  group  fundrais- 
ing  events. 

With  the  new  grant,  an  assistant  will  be  hired  to  work 
with  Clary  to  expand  the  program.  Starting  in  October,  18 


new  mentor/student  pairs  will  be  chosen.  Hopefully,  nine  stu- 
dents will  come  from  Mt.  Everett  and  nine  from  Monument 
Mountain. 

The  program  is  open  to  students  who  are  eager  to  learn 
from  new  experiences  and  would  like  to  participate  in  both  a 
mentoring  relationship  and  the  summer  programs.  Freshmen 
and  sophomores  will  be  given  preference  but  juniors  and  se- 
niors are  eligible  if  they  are  still  uncertain  about  their  futures 
and  feel  the  program  would  be  of  help  to  them. 

Next  year  the  summer  portion  of  the  program  will  con- 
sist of  two  trips  organized  by  the  program  staff  themselves. 
Enrolled  students  who  fulfill  the  obligations  of  the  program, 
including  helping  with  fundraising,  will  choose  between  two 
service/adventure  programs,  one  abroad  and  one  in  the  U.S., 
and  they  will  receive  financial  aid  to  attend. 

Anyone  interested  in  learning  more  about  the  program 
should  contact  Sheela  Clary  at  528-1919.  No  particular 
expertise  or  education  is  necessary  in  order  to  be  a  mentor. 
Those  interested  in  becoming  mentors  should  be  committed 
to  making  a  difference  in  the  life  of  a  young  person  and  willing 
to  sustain  a  consistent  ongoing  relationship  with  him  or  her. 
(A  criminal  background  check  is  required  as  part  of  the  ap- 
plication process). 

On  the  evening  of  Oct.  20,  there  will  be  an  open  commu- 
nity meeting  about  the  program  at  Berkshire  South  Commu- 
nity Center  in  Great  Barrington.  — Ellen  Rountree 


They  live  in  Sheffield.  And  excel  at  Berkshire 


Amy  Bush 

Melissa  Fogarty 

Nick  Friedman 


Sarah  Kinne 

Karina  Kiriakedes 

Steve  Piatelli 


Berkshire  School  salutes  those  Sheffield  residents  named 
to  Berkshire  School's  honor  roll  last  spring.  To  Amy  and 
Karina:  Good  luck  at  American  University  and  Babson  Col- 
lege. To  all  the  rest:  Let's  see  more  of  the  same  this  year! 

Berkshire  School 

Sheffield,  Massachusetts 

www.berkshireschool.org 

Learning  not  for  school,  but  for  life. 


Community  News 


SHEFFIELD  'GOOD  NEICHBOOR'  VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITIES 


Sheffield  has  been  enriched  by  volunteers  since  it  was  incor- 
porated. Today  volunteers  take  care  of  our  cemeteries,  serve 
on  town  boards,  take  a  neighbor  grocery  shopping,  shelve 
books  at  the  library,  play  the  piano  at  a  nursing  home,  serve 
church  needs,  read  aloud  to  children  and  many  tasks  that 
benefit  the  community. 

Sheffield  Good  Neighbors,  begun  a  year  or  so  ago,  is 
designed  to  match  volunteers  with  specific  skills  or  interests 
with  people  or  organizations  looking  for  those  skills.  As 
part  of  the  process,  it's  forming  a  directory  of  volunteers  and 
volunteer  opportunities. 

The  inspiration  for  the  new  program  came  from  the 
circumstances  of  Inez  Flinn's  80th  birthday.  On  that  day, 
townspeople  gathered  to  honor  her  long  years  of  volunteer- 
ing and,  instead  of  giving  her  one  more  thing  she  didn't  need, 
donated  in  her  name  to  a  town  fund  chosen  from  a  list  of 
funds  she  had  designated. 

Inez  agreed  to  become  the  chair  of  a  committee  to  plan 
the  new  program.  Millie  Gravel  and  Eleanor  Shiels  joined 
her  on  that  committee.  Along  with  Barbara  Fletcher,  the 
assistant  director  of  the  Senior  Center,  they  sent  out  a 
mailing  to  Sheffield  households  (from  a  list  supplied  by  the 
Town)  suggesting  different  kinds  of  jobs  and  possible  areas 
of  interest. 

It's  a  well-worn  truism  that  the  same  people  do  all 
the  volunteer  jobs.  The  responses  to  the  survey  suggested 
otherwise.  The  survey  uncovered  a  lively  constituency  will- 
ing to  share  their  interests  and  skills,  but  not  sure  where 
to  volunteer.  Some  had  been  in  the  nursing  profession  and 
didn't  want  to  lose  their  touch.  Others  had  computer  skills 
they  wanted  to  use,  lest  those  skills  atrophy.  Another  group 
welcomed  the  opportunity  to  train  in  the  fields  of  money 
management,  hospice  or  as  an  ombudsman.  Some  liked  the 
idea  of  outdoor  work  or  were  interested  in  the  need  for  a 
photographer.  Some  second-home  owners  said,  "Call  on  me 
when  I  get  up  there  for  good."  The  committee  came  away 
with  an  overwhelming  sense  of  people's  willingness  to  par- 


ticipate in  the  life  of  this  town. 

In  June,  a  few  of  the  new  "Good  Neighbors"  met 
with  the  committee  at  a  tea  hosted  by  the  Senior  Cen- 
ter. They  discussed  some  of  the  new  concerns  that  at- 
tend volunteers  who  do  friendly  visiting  or  drive  people 
on  errands  or  for  appointments.  A  criminal  check  by 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  become  common  and 
is  required  by  the  town.  The  Criminal  Offense  Record 
Investigation  consists  of  a  simple  form  that  is  sent  to 
Boston  and  soon  returned. 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  steadfast  of  the  Senior 
Center  volunteer  jobs  has  been  delivering  Meals  on 
Wheels,  an  Elder  Services  program  funded  by  the  State. 
Volunteers  drive  through  the  rain  and  snow,  mud  and 
heat,  to  deliver  the  hot  meal  of  the  day  to  those  who  are 
unable  to  prepare  their  own.  New  routes  must  be  learned 
as  customers  are  added,  especially  in  the  wilds  qf  New 
Marlborough,  Sandisfield  and  Mill  River.  The  recipients 
are  generally  people  who  live  alone  and  seldom  see  anyone 
during  the  day,  so  seeing  a  friendly  face  can  be  the  high- 
light of  their  day.  Drivers  sometimes  report  that  so-and-so 
is  not  looking  well,  whereupon  authorities  are  notified  and 
more  than  once,  someone  has  been  taken  to  the  hospital  or 
a  far-away  relative  alerted. 

Among  the  drivers  who  have  driven  the  route  for  years 
are  Wes  Petersen,  Anne  and  Art  Hyatt,  Marie  Kirch- 
ner,  Warren  Wilcox  and  Claire  Langdon.  and  during  the 
summer,  Tom  Young.  Pauline  and  Carl  Schumann  fill  in 
as  needed.  The  survey  brought  in  two  new  drivers,  Frank 
Clarke  and  Jeannette  Johnson. 

It  has  been  exciting  to  watch  the  project  grow,  and 
there  will  be  more  to  report  later  on.  It  was  funded  by  the 
Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation.  The  computer 
aspect  was  funded  by  the  Reich  Fund,  an  affiliate  of  the 
Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 

— Rae  A.  Eastman,  for  the  Sheffield  Good 
Neighbors  Committee 


^J|          ALFORD  FARM  REALTY,  INC. 

H              hV  248  East  Road>  Alford,  MA  01266 

Joel  Weiss 

Sales  Associate 

413-528-4201~Fax  413-528-5629 

Residence  413-229-8061~Fax  413-229-8078 

Email  pw213@worldnet.att.net 

PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Hardware 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


"  •   Masonry 

•  Paint 

•  Insulation 

FREE 
DELIVERY 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  your- 
self you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777    41  3-229-8820  FAX 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

Old  Parish  Church 

New  organist.  The  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Sheffield  (Old  Parish 
Church)  is  pleased  to  welcome  Susan 
Aery  as  its  new  organist  to  replace  Jo- 
han  Pearson,  who  had  been  organist  for 
45  years.  He  died  earlier  this  year. 

Susan  moved  to  the  Berkshires 
three  years  ago  from  New  Jersey  and 
lives  in  Otis.  She  has  a  master's  degree 
in  piano  pedagogy  and  has  been  sing- 
ing in  choruses  for  40  years.  Currently 
she  sings  with  Berkshire  Bach  and 
Cantalina  on  a  regular  basis  and  has 
also  sung  with  the  Berkshire  Choral 
Festival.  In  addition  to  her  work  with 
Old  Parish,  she  serves  at  St.  Mary  of 
the  Lake,  a  Roman  Catholic  mission 
church  in  Lee. 

After  Labor  Day,  choir  rehearsals 
will  resume  at  Old  Parish  at  9am.  New 
singers  are  welcome. 

Interim  pastor.  Old  Parish  Church 
welcomes  an  interim  pastor,  Rev. 
Frances  Ruthven  from  Stockbridge, 
on  September  15.  Rev.  Ruthven  comes 
to  Sheffield  from  the  South  Amherst 
Congregational  Church.  Her  first 
Sunday  worship  will  be  conducted  on 
Sunday,  Sept.  18,  and  there  will  be 
a  special  coffee  hour  after  church  to 
celebrate  the  beginning  of  her  ministry 
at  OPC.  All  are  welcome  to  attend. 

Christ  Church 

The  church's  sixth  annual  silent  auc- 
tion will  be  held  at  Christ  Church  on 
Sat.,  Oct.  8,  10am-4pm.  Items  being 
auctioned  include  antiques,  silver, 
glassware  and  china,  art,  gift  certifi- 
cates and  much  more. 

Sheffield  Food  Assistance  Program 

September  finds  the  shelves  of  the 
Food  Program  almost  empty.  The 
produce  given  by  Farm  Girl  Farms 
make  our  bags  of  food  wonderfully 
appealing,  as  does  the  bread  and  pro- 
duce people  donate  from  the  markets. 
However,  as  folks  settle  back  into  fall 
routines,  they  don't  give  as  regularly, 
and  the  Undermountain  and  New 
Marlborough  school  collections  haven't 
started  up  yet.  So  it's  especially  gener- 
ous to  share  your  bounty  with  your 
neighbors  this  month. 

Money  may  also  be  donated  to  the 


CHURCHES  &  SERVICES 


AWUzYFMAS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 

provided;  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist) 

North  Street  (413)5284197 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 

weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study. 

Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

198  Main  Street 

(413)  528-1330.  Sunday:  9am  Sunday  Worship.  Rev.  Steve  Edmiston 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  Street  (413)  528-4850; 
home  (413)  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 

Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder. 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Rte  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)  229-0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am 
Worship  Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm  Mid-week  Service;  Pastor  L.V.  Morris. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173  Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Interim  Pastor:  Frances  Ruthven: 
Sunday  School,  10am 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)  229-3028;  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am.  9am 
Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  Street,  www.sheffieldchapel.org.  (413)528-2911  Sunday:  8am  & 

10:45am  Morning  Worship;  9:30am  Sunday  school  for  ail  ages;  Tuesdays:  7pm  Group  Prayer 

Time:  Thursdays:  Grief  Share  and  Support  Group  Seminar,  7am.  Pastor  Chet  Howes 


Food  Assistance  Program.  Now  and 
then,  we  receive  checks  of  $10  to  $500 
from  thoughtful  friends  of  the  pro- 
gram. This  money  is  used  to  buy  pro- 
tein foods  such  as  chicken,  hamburger, 
hotdogs  and  peanut  butter  that  are  the 
basis  of  each  week's  food  basket.  It  also 
allows  us  to  fill  in  the  shelves  when  we 
run  low  on  other  items.  Checks  may  be 
written  to  the  Sheffield  Food  Assis- 
tance Program,  c/o  Old  Parish  Church, 
PO  Box  387,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.  All 
donations  are  gratefully  accepted. 


Every  Monday  morning,  volunteers 
from  our  community  gather  at  Old 
Parish  Church  to  distribute  food.  If 
you  or  someone  you  know  is  in  need  of 
food  assistance,  call  the  church  office 
(229-8173)  or  stop  in  on  Mondavs 
from  9:30  to  10:30. 


The  SheffieWTimes  is  an  inexpensive  way 

to  reach  Sheffield  customers.  Contact  Tara 

White  at  229-7754  for  information  on 

how  to  advertise. 
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Library  News 


KIDS  REVIEW  BOOKS  FOR  KIDS 

Ruby  Holler  by  Sharon  Creech  is  a  great  book  that  I  read 
this  summer.  What  makes  it  so  good  is  its  many  details.  It  is 
detailed  enough  to  show  you  everything  like  it's  a  movie,  but  in 
the  shortest  of  terms. 

Ruby  Holler  is  about  two  orphans  named  Florida  and 
Dallas  who  are  continually  bumped  back  and  forth  between 
the  orphanage  and  unsuccessful  homes.  They  became  orphans 
at  babyhood  and  grew  up  in  the  orphanage.  Finally,  an  elderly 
couple  from  Ruby  Holler  named  Tiller  and  Sairy  come  to  take 
Dallas  and  Florida  on  a  trip  with  them.  Tiller  and  Sairy  have 
a  funny  way  of  using  food  as  mood  medicine,  like"accept-my- 
apology  pie"  and"be-nice-to-orphan-brownies."  As  it  turns  out, 
they  don't  go  on  the  big  trip,  but  they  find  a  home. 

I  also  recommend  these  books  by  Sharon  Creech:  Ab- 
solutely Normal  Chaos;  Love  that  Dog;  Granny  Tortelli  Makes 
Soup;  Bloomability;  Pleasing  the  Ghost;  and  Walk  Two  Moons  (a 
Newberry  Award  winner).  — Seamus  Wolfe,  age  10 

Half  Magic  by  Edward  Eager  is  one  of  the  best  books  I  have 
ever  read.  It  is  about  four  children  who  find  a  magic  charm  that 
gives  wishes  by  halves.  What  is  half  of"  I  wish  my  cat  could 
talk"?  Well,  if  you  read  the  book,  you'll  find  out  it's  a  cat  who 
walks  around  saying  things  like"Idjwitz!  Oo  fitzwanna  talkwitz 
inna  fitzplace  annahoo?"  and  you'll  fall  off  your  chair  laugh- 
ing just  like  I  did.  Or  how  about  half  of"  I  wish  all  my  friends 
from  school  were  back  from  vacation' V  That  turns  out  to  be  a 
bunch  of  boys  all  of  a  sudden  halfway  between  their  neighbor- 
hood and  their  vacation  spot,  surprising  both  the  boys  and  their 
parents. 

So  the  children  learn  to  wish  for  twice  as  much  as  they 
hope  to  get.  Their  quiet  summer  of  reading  becomes  a  summer 
of  magic  adventures.  I  really  like  how  the  author  puts  the  magic 
into  the  book  as  if  it  could  happen  to  anyone.  He  was  inspired 
to  write  the  book  by  reading  E.  Nesbit's  stories,  two  of  which 
I  have  read  and  loved.  They  are  Five  Children  and  It  and  The 
Phoenix  and  the  Carpet.  — Hazel  Elsbach,  age  9 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Sept.  13 — Bookmobile. 

Sept.  24 — Dr.  Dietrich  von  Frank  and  Stephen  B. 

Wood  will  lecture  on  Financial  Aspects  of 

Collecting  Art  and  Collectibles;  Care  and 

Conservation  of  Collections,  2pm. 
Oct.  I — Austin  Lewis  will  lecture  on  Hedge  Funds: 

Probabilities  and  Inefficiencies,  2pm. 
Oct.  8 — Leslie  Wheeler  will  give  a  book  talk  on 

Murder  At  Gettysburg,  2pm. 
Oct.  1 5 — Sue  McVeety  will  give  a  book  talk  on 

Singing  Sea,  1 1  am. 


FAMILY  BOOKS  ON  TAPE 

For  families  driving  long  distances,  the  worst  part  of  the 
trip,  rivaling  even  the  high  cost  of  fuel,  is  listening  to 
the  bickering  from  the  back  seat. 

The  Bushnell-Sage  Library  can  help.  If  you  are  in 
charge  of  back-seat  entertainment,  take  a  look  at  the 
growing  collection  of  books  on  tape  in  the  children's  sec- 
tion of  the  library,  on  the  same  wall  as  the  videos.  Even 
those  who  have  a  DVD  player  in  the  car  may  want  to 
consider  this  alternative.  Unlike  videos,  books  on  tapes 
let  kids  use  their  imagination,  and  unabridged  tapes  can 
keep  kids  entertained  for  hours. 

Some  titles  in  the  library's  collection  are  read- 
alongs,  so  the  whole  family  can  listen  to  the  tape  while 
an  emerging  reader  follows  along  in  the  accompanying 
book.  Some  titles  are  on  cassette  and  some  on  CD.  The 
library  has  tried  to  balance  its  selection  between  classics 
and  recent  releases.  In  the  collection  are  all  of  the  Harry 
Potter  books,  four  Little  House  books,  the  latest  Arte- 
mis Fowl  and  many  Newberry  Award  winners. 

— June  Wolfe 


ALLIED 

MORTGAGE 
CAPITAL  CORPORATION 

Jessica  Krupski 

Mortgage  Loan  Officer 

Local  Office  (413)  229-9908  •  Fax  (413)  229-2210 
Cell  Phone:  (413)441-2999 

Main  Office  (800)  320-2204  •  Fax  (203)  378-7351 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

Rita  A.  Backhaus,  CBR 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  are  a  full  service  agency. 

Let  us  represent  you  in  your  next 

sale,  purchase,  or  rental! 

Experience  the  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 

www.berkshireestatesrealty.com 
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LIBRARY  NEWS  AND  NOTES 


No  more  fines!  The  library  has 
abolished  fines  for  overdue  books  and 
other  materials.  Still,  patrons  should 
remember  to  return  books  on  time.  If 
they  return  books  late,  they  can  make  a 
donation  to  the  Friends  of  the  Library 
to  allay  any  feelings  of  guilt. 

Local  Authors'  Day  in  early 
November.  Please  reserve  Nov.  5  for 
the  Library's  annual  Local  Authors' 
Day.  This  year  we  expect  about  50 
authors  to  attend  this  popular  event. 

Welcome  to  Great  Barrington 
library  patrons!  We  welcome  all  Great 
Barrington  residents  who  are  using  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Library  while  their  Ma- 
son Library  is  closed  for  renovations. 
At  the  same  time,  we  extend  a  big 
thank  you  to  the  library  staff,  particu- 
larly those  manning  the  Circulation 
Desk.  They  are  working  harder  than 
ever  to  handle  the  increased  workload. 

Flowers  for  the  library.  We  would 
like  to  express  our  gratitude  to  three 
people  who  recently  brightened  the 
place  up.  Bart  Elsbach  delivered  a  large 


^^^^^^^^ 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 
(Just  off  route  7  in  Sheffield)  4 1 3-229-70O4 


HOURS 


bouquet  of  wild  flowers  to  grace  the 
Circulation  Desk.  Paul  Greene  regu- 
larly donates  bunches  of  his  fragrant 
garden  roses  to  the  library.  Claire  Ward 
surprised  us  by  not  only  planting  five 
large  pots  of  flowers  outside  near  the 
main  entrance,  she  waters  them  as  well! 

Volunteers  like  this,  who  simply 
see  a  need  and  fill  it  without  waiting 
to  be  asked,  are  what  makes  Sheffield 
such  a  special  place! 

— Peter  Rowntree 


SHEFFIELD  PLASTICS  AIR-CONDITIONS 
PROGRAM  ROOM 


Tuesday-Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 


10-5 

10-8 

10-5 

2-5 

Closed 


We  are  delighted  to  report  that 
Sheffield  Plastics,  which  frequently 
uses  the  library's  large  ground-floor 
program  room,  has  donated  air-con- 
ditioning units  to  the  library  for  use 
in  that  space.  Our  heartfelt  thanks  to 
the  company  for  this  generous  gift. 

Springfield  and  several  other 
libraries  in  western  Massachusetts 


were  forced  to  close  occasionally  dur- 
ing the  past  two  months  because  of 
the  intense  heat.  While  the  Bushnell- 
Sage  Library  didn't  have  to  follow  suit 
this  summer,  it's  only  partially  air- 
conditioned.  Plans  are  afoot  to  solve 
the  problem  by  air-conditioning  the 
whole  place. 

— Peter  Rowntree 


Here  to  Help  make  things  grow. 


s 


SALISBURY  BANK 
AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

(86o)  435-9801  or  1-800-222-9801 

SBTLink  1-877-SBT-1212 

s.ilisburybank.com 

Visit  us  in  Sheffield  at  73  Main  Street,  (413)  229-5000 
and  in  South  Egremont  at  51  Main  Street,  (413)  528-5100 

ATMs  at  all  offices 

Member  FDIC     \*}  Equal  Housing  Lender 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  (St  New  Yotk  Ptoperties 

Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Shef- 
field knows  as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely 
t\vo-and-a-halt-story  Early  Greek  Revival 
with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  windows 
set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  root. 
Heavy  corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral 
door  arc  distinct  features  of  this  building 
which  was  built  as  a  residence  in  ca.  1825 
by  Return  E.  Jones 

PO  Box  688,  Rte.  7.  Sheffield.  MA  01257 

(413)  229-2077    Email:  pressa@ven:onaiet 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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SHEFFIELD  TO  LAUNCH  TOWN  WEBSITE 


Sheffield  is  expected  to  soon  reach  agree- 
ment on  a  contract  for  the  creation  of  a 
town  government  website. 

The  contract  is  with  Virtual  Town 
Hall,  a  company  with  extensive  experi- 
ence in  designing,  building  and  managing 
websites  for  small  and  medium-sized 
municipal  governments  in  Massachusetts 
and  other  states — over  170  of  them  to 
date.  VTH  prides  itself  that  its  sites  are 
easy  to  use  and  affordable.  VTH  has 
done  web  sites  for  several  other  Berkshire 
County  towns,  including  Lenox  and 
Monterey. 

The  Selectmen  met  on  Aug.  15  with 
town  government  department  heads 
or  their  representatives  to  discuss  the 
project.  Board  of  Selectmen  Chair  Janet 
Stanton  said,  "The  web  site  will  facilitate 
communication  between  town  depart- 
ments, boards  and  committees.  By  having 
access  to  agendas,  meeting  minutes,  and 
town  forms  available  24  hours  a  day, 
seven  days  a  week,  Sheffield  residents 
will  have  a  better  understanding  of  town 
government  and  will  be  able  to  conduct 
some  of  their  town  business  from  home.  I 
see  this  as  a  very  positive  step  forward." 

The  expected  process  for  developing 
the  site  first  entails  the  town  and  VTH 
working  together  to  determine  what 
Sheffield  wants  the  website  to  achieve 
over  both  the  short  and  long  terms.  The 
next  step  will  be  for  the  company  to  cre- 
ate a  prototype  of  the  site.  This  would  be 
used  as  a  basis  for  developing  and  refining 
what  each  department  of  town  govern- 


ment wants  from  the  site.  Next,  VTH 
will  build  the  actual  site  and,  with  the 
town,  gather  the  "content" — the  docu- 
ments, data  and  other  information  that 
will  be  posted. 

As  the  company  completes  the  con- 
struction work,  town  personnel  will  be 
trained  to  maintain  and  manage  the  web 
pages,  including  updating  calendars  and 
other  documents  and  information. 

If  all  goes  as  planned,  the  website  will 
be  operational  as  early  as  January  2006, 
although  some  features  will  be  imple- 
mented later.  Like  most  websites,  it  will 
always  be  a  work  in  progress. 

The  website  is  expected  to  benefit 
Sheffield  in  many  ways.  Within  Town 
Hall,  it  should  improve  the  efficiency 
and  productivity  of  town  government  by 
reducing  the  amount  of  time  town  work- 
ers and  board  members  spend  finding 
documents  and  forms  and  accessing  and 
analyzing  data.  It  should  also  save  them 
time  in  explaining  the  intricacies  of  town 
government  procedures  and  requirements 
to  applicants  for  licenses,  permits  and 
other  official  actions.  According  to  VTH, 
this  can  lead  to  reduced  costs. 

For  town  residents,  it  will  provide 
access  to  more  and  better  information 
about  the  town  and  its  government 
without  having  to  visit  Town  Hall  during 
office  hours.  The  website  will  include  de- 
scriptions of  the  functions  and  responsi- 
bilities of  town  government  departments 
from  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
Town  Clerk  to  the  Highway,  Police  and 


Fire  Departments,  from  the  Conserva- 
tion Commission  and  Planning  Board  to 
the  Treasurer/Tax  Collector  and  Build- 
ing Inspector — including  office  holders 
and  contact  information.  Residents  will 
be  able  to  access  the  minutes  of  town 
meetings  as  well  as  zoning  bylaws,  the 
warrant  for  the  town  meeting,  details  of 
their  property  tax  assessments,  and  other 
information.  They'll  be  able  to  down- 
load application  forms  for  such  things  as 
building  permits  and  business  licenses. 

The  site  will  contain  a  calendar  of 
upcoming  meetings  of  town  boards  and 
other  official  organizations.  Interested 
persons  will  be  able  to  request  that  they 
be  sent  e-mail  messages  advising  them  of 
meetings  and  meeting  agendas.  And  the 
site  will  link  to  other  town-related  web 
sites. 

Readers  can  learn  more  about  VTH 
and  the  websites  it  has  set  up  for  other 
towns  by  visiting  virtualtownhall.net. 
In  a  separate  but  related  development,  the 
town  hopes  to  install  a  real  (not  virtual) 
bulletin  board  in  front  of  town  hall  in 
September.  — Peter  Rowntree 


COLLECTORS  OFFICE 

Tax  bills.  Bills  for  the  Nov.  I  real 
estate  and  personal  property  taxes 
will  be  sent  out  at  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember. In  past  years,  there  was  no 
reminder  sent  out  for  the  Novem- 
ber I  payment — this  is  a  new  mailing. 


SHEFFIELD  WATER  CO.,  INC. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 
Serving  Sheffield  Since  1 895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 

1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

PO  Box  295 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-2777 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 
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POLICE  DEPT. 

Kops  'n  Kids  Week  a  success 

The  Sheffield  Police  Department  held  its 
Kops  'n  Kids  Week  at  the  Sheffield  Town 
Park  July  18  through  July  22.  Formerly 
known  as  D.  A.R.E.  Camp,  Kops  'n  Kids 
Week  is  a  ropes  course  with  both  high 
and  low  ropes  elements. 

Police  officers  trained  in  the  pro- 
gram, including  Officers  Sherry  Johnson, 
Timothy  Ullrich,  Jonathan  Finnerty, 
Susan  Rathbun  and  Scott  Farrell  from 
the  Sheffield  Police,  facilitated  the  course. 
Stockbridge  police  officers  Brian  Shaw  and 
Bill  DeSantis  were  also  there  for  the  week, 
along  with  Sgt.  Joe  Buffis  from  the  Lee 
Police  Dept.  and  his  daughter,  Kaila  Buffis. 
Joining  us  to  help  out  with  the  high  ropes 
was  Probation  Officer  Cliff  Nilan. 

On  Tuesday  the  entire  group  went 
on  a  tour  of  the  Westover  Air  Force 
Base,  courtesy  of  Probation  Officer  Mike 
Duma,  who  also  is  Sgt.  Mike  Duma  in 
the  Air  Force  Reserve.  Sgt.  Duma  met 
the  bus  at  the  front  gate  and  gave  us  a 
guided  tour.  We  were  allowed  to  drive 
out  on  the  runway  and  board  a  C-130, 
including  climbing  up  into  the  cockpit. 

On  Friday,  we  hosted  a  barbecue  of 
burgers,  hot  dogs  and  salad  for  friends 
and  family  to  enjoy  while  observing  a 
demonstration  of  the  high  ropes  by  the 
children.  It's  pretty  amazing  to  watch  kids 
jump  off  a  50-foot-high  platform  with  no 
fear  after  the  week-long  program. 


Officer 
Tim  Ull- 
rich waits 
on  the 
50-foot 
platform 
for  Ashlee 
Shaw,  age 
8,  to  climb 
up  to  the 
zip  line. 


TOWN  PHONE  NUMBERS 

Assessors 

229-7001 

Board  of  Selectmen 

229-2335 

Building  Inspector 

229-7006 

Council  on  Aging 

229-7022 

Fire  Dept. 

non-emergency 

229-7033 

Highway  Dept. 

229-7030 

Police  Dept 

non-emergency 

229-8522 

School  District 

229-8778 

Town  Adminstrator 

229-7000 

Tax  Collector 

229-7008 

Town  Clerk 

229-8752 

Transfer  Station 

229-8752 

Treasurer 

229-7007 

The  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  would 
like  to  thank  many  businesses  for  their 
donations  to  Kops  'n  Kids  Week:  Silk's 
Variety,  P.J.'s  Convenience  Store  and  the 
Old  Egremont  Store  provided  the  snacks 
and  drinks.  Manhattan  Pizza  and  Limey's 
Restaurant  each  provided  a  lunch  during 
the  week  for  the  group.  The  Old  Mill 
Restaurant  in  South  Egremont  provided 
the  barbecue  lunch  for  Friday's  gradua- 
tion ceremony. 

Thanks  also  to  attorney  Louis  Og- 
giani  and  Chief  Probation  Officer  Alfred 
Barbalunga,  who  gave  up  their  lunch  time 
to  cook  for  us  on  Friday. 

Kops'n  Kids  Week  is  a  joint  effort  of 
a  lot  of  people  and  a  lot  of  organizations. 
The  Sheffield  Police  hopes  to  host  the 
event  next  year  and  many  years  to  come. 
Hope  to  see  you  then. 

— Sherry  Johnson,  Sheffield  Police  Dept. 

SENIOR  CENTER 

Medicare  prescription  benefits  ex- 
plained. Find  out  all  about  how  to  deal 
with  the  coming  complications  attending 
Medicare  Part  D,  which  adds  prescription 
coverage.  Marjorie  Ware,  SHINE  Coun- 
selor from  Elder  Services,  will  be  the 
speaker  at  September's  Senior  Center  Pot 
Luck  Luncheon,  Thursday,  Sept.  29  at  12 
noon.  Bring  a  dish  you'd  like  to  share,  a 
place  setting  and  a  pencil  and  paper! 

BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

Hours  changed.  Due  to  a  new  job,  the 
Building  Inspector  will  temporarily  not 
have  morning  hours,  while  the  schedule 
is  being  revised.  Evening  hours  remain 
the  same  and  messages  can  be  left  at 
229-7006  if  you  need  an  inspection. 
Check  with  Town  Hall  for  new  morn- 
ing hours  in  the  coming  weeks. 
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The  group  poses  with  Sgt.  Mike  Duma  at 
the  Westover  Air  Force  Base. 
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Officers  Brian  Shaw  and  Jonathan  Finnerty 
supervise  the  "Teepee  Shuffle,"  one  of  the  low 
ropes  elements. 


ASSESSORS 

Chapter  6 1 A  &  6 1 B  annual 
application  deadline.   Applications 
are  due  on  or  before  Oct.  I . 
Sorry,  no  exceptions. 


HAIR-SKIN-BODY-NAILS 

413-229-0258 

647  North  Main  St.  (Rte.  7) 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Hours:  Daily  9-5, 
Thurs.  12-8,  Sat.  8-1 

REDKIN*  MATRIX  •OPI 
ESSIE  •  DR.  HAUSCHKA 
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Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can  also  be 

seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  1 6.  Check  schedule  for 

times.  Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  From  the  meeting  minutes 


Highlights:  Bridge  replacement  on  Kelsey  Rd. 
(6/6).  Sheffield  Tree  Project  report  (6/6). 
School  board  appointments  (6/20).  Hulett  Hill 
Rd.  curb  cut  violation  (6/20  and  7/18).  Re- 
port on  the  Smart  Growth  Technical  Assistance 
Grant  (7/11).  Town  web  site  discussed  (7/13). 
Parking  in  Sheffield  center  discussed  (7/18). 

6/6 — Lila  Milukas  of  the  Mt.  Everett  Key 
Club  (part  of  the  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club) 
asked  for  the  Board's  support  as  well  as 
signs,  vests,  gloves  and  other  materials  for 
their  Adopt-A  Highway  clean-up  project 
on  Berkshire  School  Rd.  scheduled  for  the 
fall.  She  estimates  that  10  members  will  be 
working  at  one  time.  The  Board  referred 
Milukas  to  Town  Administrator  Robert 
Weitz  to  arrange  for  the  equipment. 
The  Board  dealt  with  a  number  of  letters  it 
had  received. 

As  required  by  law,  the  Massachusetts 
Dept.  of  Agricultural  Resources  notified  the 
town  that  the  state  is  considering  acquir- 
ing an  agricultural  preservation  restriction 
on  part  of  the  96-acre  Edward  Delmolino 
property  on  Sheffield- Egremont  Rd.  (Map 
33  Lot  2  Block  3).  Town  Administrator 
Weitz  advised  that  all  that  is  required  of  the 
board  at  this  time  is  to  announce  the  letter 
at  a  meeting  and  sign  and  return  a  form  to 
the  state. 

The  Mass  Highway  Dept.  notified  the 
town  that  the  department's  bridge  inspec- 
tion program  had  identified  the  bridge 
over  Schenob  Brook  on  Kelsey  Road  as 
deficient.  If  the  town  agrees,  the  state  will 
pay  for  and  contract  repair  of  the  bridge, 
which  would  involve  a  pre-fabricated  deck 
replacement.  During  the  one  to  two  months 
of  construction,  the  bridge  would  be  closed. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  informed 
the  Board  that  the  bridge  is  between  Foley 
Rd.  and  Barnum  St.,  and  he  did  not  think 
this  would  impact  anyone  as  there  are  no 
homes  on  that  stretch.  The  board  moved  to 
approve  the  project. 

In  a  letter,  residents  of  East  Main  St.  in 
Ashley  Falls — Nancy  Ghitman  and  Don 
&  Maria  Ghi — expressed  concern  about 
increased  traffic/speeds  brought  on  by  con- 
struction along  Route  7A.  They  requested 
changing  the  intersection  of  School  and 
East  Main  St  from  a  two-way  to  a  four-way 
stop  and  the  posting  of  several  "Children 


at  play/ Please  slow  down"  signs,  along 
with  posting  and  enforcing  the  speed  limit. 
Selectman  Macy  stated  that  the  Board  will 
contact  Police  Chief  James  McGarry  and 
Highway  Superintendent  Ron  Bassett  for 
their  recommendation. 

The  Board  approved  a  request  from 
Barrington  Stage  Company  for  a  one-day 
alcoholic-beverage  license  in  conjunction 
with  a  dinner  event  at  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  on  June  24  as  part  of  a  UNIFEM 
conference.  Community  Television  for  the 
Southern  Berkshires  sent  a  follow-up  let- 
ter proposing  a  new  fee  structure.  Select- 
man Macy  asked  to  table  this  until  the 
next  meeting. 

The  Police  Chief  of  the  Town  of  North 
Canaan,  CT,  requested  permission  to  close 
Route  7  along  the  Connecticut-Massachu- 
setts line  south  of  Clayton  Rd.  for  a  parade, 
8am-4pm  on  Sun.,  Sept.  18.  Selectman 
Hannum  asked  to  see  a  copy  of  the  plans  of 
the  parade  route  and  detour. 

The  Board  then  turned  to  other 
business.  It  approved  a  curb  cut  permit 
to  upgrade  the  driveway  on  the  Casdin 
property  at  the  intersection  of  Rannapo 
and  Cooper  Hill  Rds.,  pending  the  usual 
approvals  from  the  Police  Chief  and  the 
Highway  Superintendent. 

Selectman  Julie  Hannum  reported  that 
she  and  Chairman  Janet  Stanton  attended 
the  Selectmen's  Association  spring  din- 
ner, a  good  venue  for  networking.  She  also 
attended  a  Mass  Dept.  of  Revenue  training 
session  on  finance,  which  she  found  to  be 
worthwhile  and  informative.  She  noted  that 
a  resident  had  expressed  concern  about  Bar- 
rington Stage  Company  moving  to  Pitts- 
field  and  inquired  if  the  Board  would  want 
to  approach  Barrington  Stage  Company. 

Tom  Ingersoll  and  Kerry  Douglas 
reported  on  activities  of  the  Sheffield 
Tree  Project,  a  not-for-profit  organiza- 
tion formed  in  1992.  The  organization  has 
received  two  grants  of  $5,000  from  the 
Massachusetts  ReLeaf  to  plant  trees  around 
town.  Since  1997,  with  the  assistance  of 
numerous  volunteers  (including  the  Police 
Dept.,  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  Kiwanis  Club, 
Boy  Scouts  and  other  members  of  the 
community),  the  organization  has  planted 
approximately  90  elms  and  other  trees 
along  Main  St.,  Root  Lane,  Rannapo  Rd., 


by  the  library  and  in  Ashley  Falls  on  School 
St.,  Route  7A  and  near  the  Post  Office. 
They  noted  that  they  can  be  a  resource  to 
the  town  not  just  in  tree-planting,  but  also 
in  plant  selection,  disease  and  pest  issues 
and  salt  intolerance  matters.  They  asked 
if  the  board  would  consider  hanging  two 
display  boards  (4x8  feet  each)  at  the  Town 
Hall.  Selectman  David  Macy  praised  the 
Sheffield  Tree  Project.  Selectman  Hannum 
expressed  her  thanks  and  agreement  with 
Selectman  Macy's  words  of  appreciation. 

Jim  Miller  updated  the  board  on  the  re- 
pair of  headstones  in  the  Barnard  Cemetery 
damaged  by  the  recent  tree  fall.  He  praised 
Town  Administrator  Weitz  for  working  so 
quickly  to  obtain  an  estimate  ($2,500)  for 
repair  of  the  grave  markers.  He  and  Tammy 
Blackwell  have  sent  out  a  fund-raising  let- 
ter and  hope  to  raise  funds  by  early  fall  to 
repair  those  headstones  and  others  around 
town.  [See  related  story  on  page  7.) 

Dave  West  expressed  his  concern 
about  the  delay  in  his  appointment  to  the 
Historical  Commission.  Over  a  year  ago,  he 
and  his  wife,  Barbara,  had  applied  to  serve 
on  the  Historical  Commission,  which  had 
two  vacancies,  but  the  Board  mistakenly 
appointed  them  to  the  Historical  Society 
(not  a  town  organization)  and  had  not  cor- 
rected the  error.  The  board  took  no  action 
despite  further  requests,  it  said,  because  it 
didn't  want  to  appoint  spouses  to  the  same 
committee.  West  said  he  found  the  reason 
confusing  because  he  and  his  wife  both 
serve  on  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals. 

He  restated  his  interest  in  serving  on 
the  Historical  Commission  and  said  that  he 
and  his  wife  offer  different  areas  of  exper- 
tise. He  has  a  construction  background,  and 
she  has  knowledge  of  property  owners  and 
histories.  He  asked  if  there  were  a  written 
policy  of  not  allowing  spouses  to  serve  on 
the  same  boards.  Selectman  Macy  stated 
that  there  is  no  written  policy,  and  this  is 
why  the  board  wants  to  review  its  appoint- 
ment process. 

6/20 — The  Board  dealt  with  various  let- 
ters. Time  Warner  announced  that  it  will 
operate  cable  television  for  Sheffield  when  it 
completes  the  purchase  of  Adelphia  Cable 
and  asked  for  approval  if  it's  required.  Town 
Administrator  Weitz  will  refer  it  to  town 
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counsel.  The  Board  approved  a  request 
by  Melanson  Heath  &  Company,  PC,  to 
conduct  the  fiscal  year  2005  audit. 

Stephen  Witdorchic  resigned  from 
the  School  Committee  effective  June  23 
because  he  is  moving  out  of  the  area.  The 
Board  expressed  its  regret  and  will  send  a 
letter  of  appreciation.  William  Silk  wrote  to 
say  he  is  not  able  to  accept  reappointment 
to  the  Council  on  Aging.  The  Board  will 
send  him  an  expression  of  appreciation  for 
his  years  of  service  on  the  Council. 

The  Board  appointed  Marcia  Savage 
to  the  School  Committee  for  a  two-year 
term,  noting  her  extensive  background  and 
credentials  in  education,  which  Savage  de- 
scribed at  the  meeting.  Selectman  Hannum 
indicated  her  readiness  to  fill  the  remaining 
vacancy.  Chairman  Stanton  expressed  her 
preference  to  hold  off  on  the  vote  to  give 
herself  additional  time  for  consideration. 
Following  discussion,  Selectman  Hannum 
moved  to  appoint  Catherine  Miller  to  the 
School  Committee  for  a  two-year  term.  The 
motion  carried  unanimously. 

In  old  business,  the  Board  approved 
the  detour  on  Route  7  for  the  Sept.  18  Ca- 
naan parade,  following  review  of  the  plans 
by  Fire  Chief  Richard  Boardman,  Police 
Chief  McGarry  and  the  Board.  The  Board 
decided  to  invite  a  representative  of  Com- 
munity Television  for  the  South  Berkshires 
to  discuss  the  public-access  programming 
fee  increase  to  give  residents  an  opportunity 
to  ask  questions  directly. 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  High- 
way Superintendent  and  Police  Chief,  the 
Board  approved  a  temporary  stop  sign  at 
the  intersection  of  East  Main  and  School  St. 
while  the  bridge  is  under  construction,  to  be 
re-evaluated  after  completion  of  the  project. 

The  Board  turned  to  a  discussion  of 
the  Hulett  Hill  Rd.  development.  Several 
residents  of  the  road  were  in  attendance. 
The  Board  voted  to  deny  the  curb  cut  per- 
mit that  had  already  been  installed  based  on 
recommendations  by  the  Highway  Super- 
intendent and  the  Police  Chief,  who  found 
it  lacked  sufficient  sight  lines  (120  feet  in 
each  direction  is  the  minimum  necessary 
for  safe  exit  from  a  driveway).  The  Board 
ordered  restoration  of  the  earth  berm  that 
had  been  breached  and  replanting  of  the 
trees  to  a  condition  similar  to  that  which 
existed  prior  to  the  installation  of  the  un- 
permitted curb  cut.  The  work  must  be  com- 
pleted within  21  days  of  receipt  of  the  letter 
and  approved  by  Highway  Superintendent 
Bassett.  Katey  Woodhouse,  a  resident  of 
the  road,  indicated  that  she  plans  to  give  the 


Board  a  letter  of  support  for  enforcement 
of  the  curb  cut  bylaws  after  she  collects 
additional  signatures.  Rene  Wood,  chair  of 
the  Planning  Board,  expressed  her  strong 
support  for  the  Board's  action.  [As  of  the 
end  of  August,  the  berm  had  been  replaced  but 
the  trees  not  replanted.] 

6/30 — The  Board  declined  to  use  the 
Town's  right  of  first  refusal  for  property  on 
Alum  Hill  Rd.  (Map  8,  Block  3,  Lot  22) 
that  David  Jacquier  is  selling  and  taking  out 
of  the  Chapter  61 A  Program.  [The  Chapter 
61,  61  A,  and  61  B  programs  allow  property 
used  for  forestry,  agriculture,  or  wildlife  and 
recreation  to  be  taxed  on  its  lower,  current-use 
value.  Massachusetts  towns  are  given  right  of 
first  refusal  to  such  land  when  it  is  sold  and 
taken  out  of  the  programs  to  encourage  land- 
owners to  keep  land  in  these  uses.] 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  advised  the 
Board  that  Bill  O'Donnell  hurt  his  ankle 
while  working  for  the  Highway  Dept.  and 
missed  two  days  of  work.  He  had  already 
depleted  his  sick  leave  for  the  current  fis- 
cal year.  In  accordance  with  the  collective 
bargaining  contract,  the  Board  decided  to 
grant  O'Donnell  one  discretionary  sick  day 
for  fiscal  year  2005  and  let  him  use  one  sick 
day  in  advance  from  fiscal  year  2006. 

The  Board  appointed  Dick  Boardman 
as  Interim  Dog  Officer  and  Nathaniel  Wolf 
to  the  Fire  Dept. 

7/11 — Tom  Matuszko  of  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission  gave  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  a  copy  of  the  Final 
Project  Report  of  the  FY05  Smart  Growth 
Technical  Assistance  Grant  that  had  been 
awarded  to  the  Town  of  Sheffield.  Matusz- 
ko briefed  the  Board  on  the  three  primary 
objectives  and  accomplishments: 

1.  Diagnostic  review  of  the  zoning 
by-laws.  The  committee  met  five  times  with 
land-use  attorney  Mark  Bobrowski  to  seek 
recommendations  on  changes  to  make  the 
by-laws  internally  consistent,  in  accord  with 
current  law  and  more  readable.  The  reviews 
showed  that  the  by-laws  have  not  kept  up 
with  revisions  to  Massachusetts  General 
Laws  Chapter  40A. 

2.  A  right  to  farm  by-law  was  passed  at 
the  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

3.  Analyzing  how  the  zoning  by-laws 
help/hinder  the  Master  Plan,  and  how  to 
implement  the  Master  Plan. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed,  it  was 
decided  that  the  Planning  Board,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  will 
apply  for  a  FY06  Smart  Growth  Technical 


Assistance  Grant.  All  agreed  that  the  pri- 
mary focus  should  be  zoning,  and  Master 
Plan  consistency.  The  Planning  Board  and 
Matusko  recommended  using  the  grant  to 
hire  a  consultant  who  has  the  expertise  to 
work  on  those  matters.  Rene  Wood,  chair 
of  the  Planning  Board,  advised  that  this 
grant  requires  the  town  to  match  15  percent 
of  the  money  awarded,  in  cash  or  equivalent 
services.  For  instance,  if  the  town  received 
$30,000,  $4,500  would  be  needed  from  the 
town.  The  Planning  Board  has  approached 
several  organizations,  and  noted  that  the 
Sheffield  Land  Trust  is  willing  to  provide 
in-kind  support.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
discussed  the  possibility  of  providing  work 
by  the  town  counsel  as  in -kind  services. 

7/13 — The  Board  met  with  Mil- 
lard Rose,  Corporate  Sales  Manager  of 
Vadar@Systems,  Inc.,  to  discuss  interest 
in  contracting  with  Virtual  Town  Hall 
Services  to  build  and  maintain  a  website  for 
the  town  of  Sheffield.  Rose  described  his 
company's  services  and  fee  structure  and 
viewed  and  discussed  web  sites  of  several 
towns.  The  Board  will  schedule  a  Depart- 
ment Heads  meeting  to  discuss  the  Website 
project.  [The  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  15. 
See  the  story  on  page  14.] 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  will  give 
the  Board  information  on  e-mail  record 
retention  guidelines. 

The  Board  will  decide  on  a  specific  place 
in  front  of  town  hall  to  install  a  freestanding 
bulletin  board  for  posting  town  notices. 

The  Board  supported  the  Town  Ad- 
ministrator's decision  to  adjust  the  High- 
way Superintendent's  compensation  and  for 
the  Highway  Dept.  to  take  on  responsibility 
for  cemetery  mowing,  which  had  previously 
been  contracted  out. 

The  Board  will  invite  the  American 
Legion  to  a  regular  meeting  to  discuss  space 
needs  for  the  Senior  Center  and  ask  to  hold 
the  meeting  at  the  American  Legion  Hall, 
which  is  under  consideration  for  housing 
the  Senior  Center.  Having  the  meeting 
there  will  be  useful  for  discussion  of  how 
to  share  the  space  and  an)'  renovations  that 
might  be  required. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  will  inure 
the  Fire  Dept.  to  a  working  meeting  to  dis- 
cuss the  appointment  process  for  firefight- 
ers. The  Board  will  invite  Jim  McCormack. 
the  Town  accountant  and  Michael  Ovitt, 
Treasurer/Tax  Collector,  to  discuss  chang- 
ing the  Warrant  schedule. 

The  board  went  into  executive  session 
Continued  on  page  IS 
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Village  Green 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  From  the  meeting  minutes,  contd. 


for  seven  minutes  to  discuss  an  investigation  of 
possible  criminal  misconduct. 

7/18 — Dana  Barthlomew  and  Richard 
Cantele,  Jr.,  of  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust 
Company  expressed  concern  about  parking 
adjacent  to  the  bank  at  the  south  end  of  Shef- 
field center.  Because  the  bank  does  not  have  a 
drive-through  window,  convenient  parking  is 
important  for  business.  They  inquired  about 
the  towns  Village  Green  enhancement  project 
The  Board  told  them  that  the  project  has  been 
assigned  a  priority  and  is  scheduled  for  Fiscal 
Year  2007. 

The  funds  come  from  the  Transportation 
Improvement  Project,  which  is  Federal  funding 
managed  by  the  Mass  Flighway  Dept.  Each 
year,  Mass  Highway  reviews  and  assigns  a 
priority  number  to  the  projects  covered  by  the 
program.  Unfortunately,  the"Big  Dig"  project 
in  Boston  has  caused  monumental  delays 
in  program  allocations.  While  the  Board  is 
optimistic  that  the  town  will  get  funds  for  this 
project,  it  might  not  happen  in  2007.  Because 
the  town  has  been  promised  the  funding,  the 
Board  has  not  thought  it  fiscally  responsible  to 
spend  other  money  for  the  work.  [Blueprints 
for  the  project  can  be  reviewed  at  Town  HaJL  See 
the  July/ August  cover  story  for  more  on  the  village 
green  enhancement  project] 

A  discussion  ensued  regarding  how 
to  improve  parking  in  the  meantime.  Chief 
McGarry  suggested  a  way  to  gain  5  or  6  ad- 
ditional parking  spaces  by  changing  the  traffic 
flow  in  the  section  south  of  the  post  office  to 
southbound.  The  Board  voted  to  try  this  for 
30  days.  The  most  southerly  opening  will  be 
posted  as  an  exit  only  and  one-way  signs  will 
be  posted  by  the  Friendly  Union  and  Gilligan 


properties.  [By  the  end  of  August,  the  signs  had 
been  installed.] 

Chairman  Stanton  said  that  after  the  trial 
period,  shed  like  the  Board  to  hold  a  meeting 
with  Village  Green  owners/ tenants  to  get 
feedback  on  the  changes  to  traffic  flow.  Other 
questions  to  explore:  the  willingness  of  ten- 
ants/owners to  park  in  back  areas  to  keep  spots 
near  stores  open  for  customers;  posting  one-  or 
two-hour  time  limits  on  parking  on  the  Green; 
addressing  tenants  with  large  trucks  (Verizon, 
Gilligan  Bros.),  which  take  up  multiple  park- 
ing spaces;  and  asking  bus  tour  companies  to 
consider  using  the  American  Legion  parking 
lot  rather  than  the  Village  Green  as  a  meet- 
ing spot.  Rene  Wood  suggested  inviting  Tom 
Matuszko  of  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  to 
the  meeting. 

In  other  business,  the  board  voted  to 
sign  Great  Barringtons  contract  to  provide 
communications/police  services  for  FY2006. 
The  board  moved  to  appoint  Kim  Shaw  as  a 
part-time  reserve  intermittent  police  officer; 
Edward  Charles  Pickert  as  a  Highway  Dept. 
light  truck  driver /laborer;  Michael  Kingsbury 
as  a  Highway  Dept.  heavy  equipment  opera- 
tor/truck driver/laborer. 

The  Board  noted  John  Downies  resigna- 
tion from  the  Planning  Board  effective  Aug. 
5  and  will  send  a  letter  of  appreciation.  At 
the  recommendation  of  the  Planning  Board, 
the  board  appointed  Francis  "Doc"  Nourse 
(currendy  serving  as  alternate  to  the  Plan- 
ning Board)  to  fill  the  position  until  the  next 
election.  The  Board  will  post  the  Alternate 
vacancy. 

The  Board  voted  to  appoint  David  and 
Barbara  West  to  the  Historical  Commission. 
Chairman  Stanton  thanked  West  for  all  the 


work  he  does  for  the  town. 

Subject  to  the  review  of  the  Police  Chief, 
the  Board  approved  a  curb  cut  permit  for 
Mark  Bachetti  on  property  located  on  Hulett 
Hill  Rd.  Town  Administrator  Weitz  reported 
on  the  progress  of  the  restoration  of  the  illegal 
curb  cut  on  that  road.  At  Chairman  Stantons 
suggestion,  Weitz  will  send  the  developer,  Ron- 
ald Durning,  a  letter  asking  when  the  required 
tree  plantings  will  occur. 
The  Board  adopted  a  health-insurance  regula- 
tion that  gives  group  health  insurance  to  town 
employees  who  retire  after  working  at  least  20 
years  continuously  if  they  were  participating  in 
the  group  health  plan  at  the  time  of  their  retire- 
ment for  a  minimum  of  five  years. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  reported 
that  Bill  August,  an  attorney  who  has  worked 
with  the  town  on  cable  matters,  advised  the 
Board  to  hold  a  public  hearing  regarding  the 
cable  company's  transfer  of  ownership  from 
Adelphia  to  Time  Warner  Cable.  The  Board 
announced  the  public  hearing  would  be  held 
on  Aug.  8. 

The  board  voted  to  grant  a  one-day  alco- 
holic beverages  permit  to  Fairview  Hospital  for 
its  fundraiser  to  be  held  at  Berkshire  School  on 
Aug.  20, 2005  with  the  stipulation  that  Fair- 
view  Hospital  submit  a  certificate  of  insurance 
for  alcohol  liability  coverage. 


KWIK 
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INCORPORATED 


From  while-you-wait  duplicating 
to  web  offset  printing... 

Color  Copies  •  Fax  Services  •  Laminating 
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35  Bridge  St.,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA  01230 
Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  8:00-4:30     Sat.  8:30-12:00 
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PERMIT  REMINDERS 

Driveways  and  curb  cuts.  Any  driveways  or  other  access  off 
a  road — what's  called  a  "curb  cut,"  even  if  there  is  no  actual 
curb — requires  a  permit  from  the  Highway  Superintendent 
and  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Permit  applications  are  available  at 
Town  Hall. 

Signs.  All  business-related  signs  require  a  permit  from  the 
Building  Inspector/Zoning  Enforcement  Officer.  Permit  ap- 
plications are  available  at  Town  Hall. 

OIL  &  PAINT  DISPOSAL 

Sheffield  residents  can  dispose  of  unwanted  oil  paint,  stains, 
paint  thinners  and  turpentine  and  used  motor  oil  Sat.,  Sept. 
17,  9am-noon,  at  the  Great  Barrington  Transfer  Station,  Rt.  7 
across  from  Monument  Mountain  High  School.  To  make  an 
appointment,  call  the  Center  for  Environmental  Technology  at 
800-238-1221  or  email  amyj@cetonline.org. 

TOWN  CLERK 

Hunting  and  fishing  licenses.  Licenses  are  now  available,  as  are 
primitive  arms,  archery  and  water  fowl  stamps.  Archery  season 
begins  Oct.  17  and  runs  through  Nov.  26. 

Regular  hours  are  9-4pm  weekdays.  Voter  registration  is 
year-round.  If  you  are  18  or  over  and  interested  in  registering, 
please  do  so.  229-8752,  fax  229-7010,  TTY  800-439-2370. 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


SHEFFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  FIRE  LOG 

— Chief  Rick  Boardman 


June 


1 7   Alarm  at  Sheffield  inn.  Alarm  time  9:55am.  In  service 
1 0:05am. 

22  Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  2:36pm.  In 
service  2:45pm. 

23  Car  accident  Alarm  time  3:45pm.  In  service  4:06pm. 
25    Smoke  in  basement. Alarm  time  8:45am.  In  service 

9: 1 2am. 
29    Pull  box  at  Ml  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time 

1 0:00am.  In  service  1 0:23am. 
29    Car  fire.  Alarm  time  8:05pm.  In  service  8: 1 4pm. 


July 

3      Wires  down  at  665  County  Rd.  Alarm  time  1 0:50pm. 
In  service  1 2:37am. 

5  Burnt  food  at  1 458  Barnum.  Alarm  time  7:48p.m.  In 
service  8: 1 8pm. 

1 1  Mutual  aid  for  Canaan,  CT.  Alarm  time  2:57am.  In 
service  7:04am. 

1 2  Stove  fire  at  3  Dewey  Way.  Alarm  time  1 0:40am.  In 
service  1 1 :22am. 

1 2    Structure  fire  at  2 1 6  S.  Main  St.  Alarm  time  3: 1 5pm.  In 

service  5:36pm. 
1 6   Alarm  at  historical  building.  Alarm  time  6:55am.  In 

service  7:2 1  am. 
25    Alarm  at  2080  S.  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time 

1 1 :50pm.  In  service  1 22 1  am. 
3 1    Lightning  strike  at  Ml  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time 

5:05pm.  In  service  6:02pm. 
3 1    Assist  Police  Dept  with  flooding  situation.  Alarm  time 

6:22pm.  In  service  7:42pm. 

August 

6  Search  with  Police  DepL  Alarm  time  5: 1 0pm.  In 
service  8: 1 9pm. 

7  Search  with  Police  DepL  Alarm  time  4:00pm.  In 
service  6:44pm. 


Transfer  Station  Hours 

Tuesdays  &  Fridays:  I  pm-4pm;  Saturdays:  8am-4pm 
Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


Hfi^bor^Ood/  W**f ere**** 

105  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  (413)  229-5491 

ITS  A  STORE,  IT'S  A  GALLERY,  ITS  A  WAY  TO 
SUPPORT  LOCAL  ART  MUSIC,  CRAFTS  ALL  UN- 
DER ONE  ROOF. 


COME  SEE  WHAT  YOUR  NEIGHBORS  ARE  UP  TO! 

Hours:  Friday  12-7,  Saturday  10-4 
Sunday  12-4,  Monday  10-4 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

The  story  of  the  Ashley  Falls  Mill.  Fri.,  Sept.  9,  7  and  8pm. 
This  special  monthly  meeting  has  two  parts:  a  tour  and  a  pre- 
sentation. Feel  free  to  come  for  one  or  both.  Part  one  is  a  tour 
of  the  first  floor  and  basement  of  the  Ashley  Falls  Mill  and  the 
remaining  mechanicals.  There  will  be  displays  of  related  memo- 
rabilia and  photos.  We'll  meet  at  the  Mill.  Call  for  directions. 
At  8,  we'll  adjourn  to  the  nearby  Trinity  Methodist  Hall 
for  a  panel  discussion  about  the  Mill  and  its  operations.  The 
panel  includes  Fred  Hall,  a  98-year-old  local  historian  relat- 
ing stories  from  his  experiences  in  the  mill,  Jim  Miller,  author 
of  Early  Life  in  Sheffield,  Berkshire  County,  speaking  to  the 
historical  significance  of  this  site  as  the  industrial  center  of  the 
first  settlement  in  the  county,  Amy  Fish  retelling  the  stories 
from  her  mother  who  was  the  last  to  run  the  mill  as  a  business, 
and  Howard  Chezar,  the  current  owner,  as  he  talks  of  what  the 
future  brings.  The  panel  facilitator  will  be  Neal  Chamberlain. 

New  exhibit:  Sheffield  Seating  Furniture.  Aug.  27-Oct.  30  at 
the  Old  Stone  Store.  Several  pieces  made  in  Sheffield  or  nearby 
South  County  are  included  in  the  show,  along  with  pieces  used 
in  Sheffield  by  successive  generations  of  local  families — Chapin, 
Willcox/Candee,  Curtiss — in  some  cases  remaining  in  the  fam- 
ily for  as  long  as  200  years.  For  the  most  part,  local  chair  makers 
were  farmers  who  turned  to  nonagricultural  endeavors  in  the 
off-season,  when  they  built  seating  furniture  for  their  families 
or  for  trade  or  sale.  The  Baldwin  Company  chairs,  however,  are 
true  Berkshire  County  production  pieces,  made  in  large  num- 
bers in  a  factory  setting.  Regular  exhibition  hours  are  Saturdays 
10  to  2  and  Sundays  11  to  3. 

On  Sat.,  Sept.  10,  for  Sheffield  in  Celebration,  hours  will 
be  extended  (3  to  7pm)  and  craftsman  Boyd  Hutchison  will 
demonstrate  techniques  used  in  chair  construction,  particularly 
those  used  in  the  creation  of  Windsor  chairs.  Exhibition  cura- 
tor James  Miller  will  give  a  short  talk  on  how  he  put  the  show 
together  at  4pm  and  6pm. 

Workbee,  Sat.,  Sept.  17,  10am  to  noon.  (Rain  date:  Sat., 
Sept.  24)  Meet  at  the  Dan  Raymond  House.  There  will  be 
a  number  of  projects  to  do,  and  all  ages  and  skill  levels  are 
welcome.  Painting  will  figure  heavily  among  the  tasks,  but 
there  will  be  many  other  projects  to  work  on.  Call  the  office 
to  let  us  know  you  will  be  attending. 

Architectural  Walking  Tour.  Sat.  Oct.  1  10am.  As  part  of 
the  Heritage  Walks  Weekend,  the  Historical  Society  is  of- 
fering a  tour  of  the  center  of  Sheffield,  focusing  on  its  18th- 
and  19th-  century  homes  and  businesses.  Hear  the  stories 
of  the  people  who  resided  in  these  structures  and  learn 
about  the  special  features  that  make  each  building  a  key  to 
understanding  the  past.  Comfortable  walking  shoes  are  rec- 
ommended. The  half-mile  walk  begins  at  the  Dan  Raymond 
House  and  lasts  about  1  hour.  Call  to  reserve  a  place. 


Samuel  Hopkins,  Man  From  Yale.  Fri.,  Oct.  14, 7:30pm  at  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Memorial  Library.  Note  the  special  location  for 
this  monthly  meeting.  The  Reverend  Samuel  Hopkins  was  the 
first  settled  pastor  of  the  Sheffield  North  congregation,  later 
called  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Great  Barrington. 
He  was  a  disciple  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  one  of  the  leading 
preachers  of  the  18th-Century's  Great  Awakening.  Hopkins 
was  also  one  of  the  country's  early  abolitionists.  The  presenta- 
tion will  be  given  by  Rev.  Charles  Van  Ausdall,  who  has  served 
as  the  pastor  of  First  Congregational  Church  since  1986. 

Fall  Automobile  Outing  to  Hill-Stead.  Wed.,  Oct.  19, 
9:30am.  Travel  with  us  to  1901  and  the  creation  of  one  of  the 
country's  finest  examples  of  Colonial  Revival  domestic  archi- 
tecture, known  as  Hill-Stead.  This  36-room  house  sits  on  152 
acres  of  fields  and  woodlands,  in  Farmington,  CT,  near  Hart- 
ford. The  structure  was  designed  as  a  retirement  home  for  the 
parents  of  Theodate  Pope  Riddle,  who  was  one  of  Connecticut's 
first  licensed  female  architects.  The  house  is  furnished  with  her 
father's  collection  of  French  Impressionist  paintings,  particu- 
larly Monet  and  Degas,  Japanese  prints,  and  works  by  Durer 
and  Whistler.  Theodate  died  in  1949,  leaving  a  will  that  stated 
nothing  should  be  removed  or  added  to  the  house,  so  it  stands 
exactly  as  it  did  when  her  family  lived  there  (1901-1946).  Fee: 
$15,  members,  $17  non-members.  Lunch  (a  separate  cost) 
will  follow  the  tour  at  a  place  to  be  announced.  Reservations 
requested.  Meet  at  the  Dan  Raymond  House. 

Annual  Cemetery  Stroll.  Sat.,  Oct.  22, 4  to  6pm  at  the  He- 
wins  Cemetery.  This  year's  journey  takes  us  to  a  smaller  cem- 
etery, away  from  the  hustle  of  the  center  of  town.  Here  we  will 
encounter  members  of  the  Hewins  family,  along  with  Lieuten- 
ant Theophilus  Spaulding,  Jabez  Keep  and  many  others.  Get  to 
know  Sheffield's  ancestors  at  this  historically  entertaining  event. 
Dress  for  the  weather  and  wear  comfortable  shoes;  the  terrain 
is  uneven.  Refreshments  will  be  provided.  Free  to  members,  $4 
non-members.  To  reach  the  cemetery,  take  Maple  Ave.  from 
Route  7  and  turn  right  on  Hewins  St. 

Looking  ahead  to  November:  The  7th  annual  Festival  of  Trees, 
featuring  new  designers,  will  be  held  in  the  Stone  Store  on  the 
Green  for  the  four  weekends  of  November,  concluding  on  Sat., 
December  3. 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  is  located  on  Route  7  in  the  center  of 
Sheffield.  The  Old  Stone  Store  is  also  located  on  Route  7,  on  the  Green 
in  Sheffield.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond  House  are  available  by  appoint- 
ment during  the  winter  and  Thursday  through  Saturday  from  Memorial 
Day  through  October.  The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  is  open  Mon- 
day and  Friday,  T30Apm  and  by  appointment.  For  more  information, 
contact  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161  Main  Street,  PO  Box  747, 
Sheffield,  MA  01257, 413-229-2694  or  email  shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 
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SHEFFIELD  MARKET  UNDER  NEW  OWNERSHIP 

The  Sheffield  Market  reopened  under  new 
ownership  on  May  14.  It  had  been  closed 
for  four  months  due  to  family  health  issues 
of  the  previous  owner.  Rania  and  Despina 
Kasekas  and  their  father,  Sawas,  are  part- 
ners in  the  enterprise.  Sawas  Kasekas  also 
owns  Village  on  the  Green,  the  restaurant 
next  door. 

Rania,  Despina  and  their  sister  Maria, 
who  manages  the  restaurant,  are  all  in  their 
early  20s  and  have  been  working  since 
they  were  kids  growing  up  in  Norfolk,  CT. 
Their  father  has  always  owned  a  restaurant 
or  inn,  and  they  put  together  pizza  boxes 
starting  when  they  were  6.  As  they've 
grown  up,  they've  taken  on  more  responsi- 
bility. The  Market  is  their  first  venture  into 
retail:  what  they  call  a  mini-grocery/deli. 

The  Market  is  open  6:30am  to  9pm. 
It  offers  fresh  daily  breakfast  sandwiches, 
fresh  salads  made  by  the  sisters  each 
morning,  and  made-to-order  sandwiches, 
as  well  as  milkshakes  and  ice  cream.  The 
deli  is  the  busiest  part  of  the  operation,  fol- 
lowed by  sales  of  ice  cream.  International 
prepared  foods  will  be  offered  at  some 
point  in  the  future. 

The  Market's  clientele  is  about  what 


Sheffield  Market  and  Village  on  the  Green  Res- 
taurant are  a  family  enterprise.  Sisters  Rania  and 
Despina  Kasekas  run  the  Market  and  their  sister 
Maria  (not  pictured)  and  father,  Sawas  -  holding 
grandson  Ethan,  run  the  restaurant 

one  would  expect.  Weekdays  it  is  rilled 
with  local  contractors  and  workers  from 


Sheffield  Plastics  and  Mass  Electric  Rania 
and  Despina  want  to  give  special  thanks  to 
the  wonderful  "kids"  at  Barrington  Stage  who 
have  been  so  supportive  of  the  market  for 
all  their  needs — they  will  miss  them  when 
Barrington  Stage  moves  to  Pittsfield.  On 
the  weekends  a  lot  of  tourists  frequent  the 
Market.  It  sells  about  70  copies  of  the  New 
York  Times  and  Boston  Globe  on  Sundays, 
many  reserved  by  weekenders.  (To  reserve  a 
paper,  call  the  market  at  229-8213.) 

Has  there  been  anything  surprising  or 
unexpected  thus  far?  According  to  Rania, 
they  were  caught  unawares  by  the  bad 
reputation  the  Market  had  acquired  before 
they  took  over,  and  they  are  working 
very  hard  to  change  that.  Either  Rania  or 
Despina  is  always  there,  even  though  they 
go  to  college  part-time  and  Rania  has  a 
three-year-old  son.  They  maintain  regular 
hours,  have  replaced  many  pieces  of  equip- 
ment, have  given  the  store  a  thorough 
cleaning  (with  the  help  of  their  mother, 
who  owns  a  cleaning  company)  and  expect 
to  replace  the  floor  within  a  year.  They 
are  very  thankful  for  all  the  support  and 
encouragement  they've  received  from  their 
neighbors  on  the  "strip"  and  hope  to  see  us 


all 


as  customers 


-Julie  Blake 


t  ^Sheffield  Pottery 

-JJt  The  Berkshire's  Best  Selection  f 
of  Handcrafted  American  Pottery 


Great  selection  of  pottery 

&  ceramic  supplies. 
Prices  to  fit  any  budget! 

|j  www.sheffteld-potlery.com  Open  7  Days! 


RT  7,  SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257        TOLL-FREE  1-888-SPI-CLAY 


STAVELEIGH 
HOUSE 

Bed   'I'    Brccikki^i 


"The  hospitality  at 

Staveleigh  House  is  deeper 

and  more  thoughtful  than 

you  will  find  elsewhere. " 

-House  £  Gardens 


59  Main  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-2129         www.staveleigh.com 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


KIWANIS  NEWS 

Steak  dinner.  Kiwanis  members  are 
preparing  for  the  Annual  Steak  Roast 
and  Family  Fun  Day  at  the  Sheffield 
Town  Park  on  Sat.,  Sept.  17.  There  is  no 
admission  charge  for  the  afternoon  kids' 
activities,  which  begin  at  3pm.  The  steak 
dinners  ($20)  will  be  served  from  5pm 
to  7pm.  The  menu  also  includes  baked 
potato,  salad,  corn  and  homemade  des- 
serts. Hamburgers,  hotdogs,  soda,  beer 
and  wine  are  also  available.  The  event 
will  feature  a  silent  auction  and  musical 
entertainment.  Tickets  are  available  at 
Sears  and  Pittsneld  Coop  Bank  in  Great 
Barrington,  at  Silk's  Variety  Store  in 
Sheffield,  or  from  any  Kiwanis  member. 

Spring  and  summer  wrapup.  At 
our  annual  Scholarship  Banquet  in  June, 
we  awarded  $28,700  to  the  high  school 
and  college  recipients,  a  record  amount. 
The  golf  tournament  later  in  June  was  a 
huge  success.  We  thank  the  businesses  in 
the  area  that  sponsored  holes  and  greens 


The  Kiwanis  Bounce  House  is  a  favorite  at 
the  organization's  Fun  Days. 

and  donated  raffle  prizes. 

The  regular  Little  League  season 
ended  with  the  All  Star  Game  and  a 
Minor  League  Fun  Day  for  all  the  other 
players.  The  Babe  Ruth  squad  and  the 
American  Legion  team  continued  play 
during  the  summer.  We  are  pleased  to  be 
able  to  fund  all  these  levels  of  the  sport. 

For  five  weeks  in  July  and  August, 
Kiwanis  hosted  a  cocktail  bar  for  the 


singers  at  the  Berkshire  Choral  Festival 
on  the  Berkshire  School  campus.  Kiwanis 
also  handled  parking  for  the  Saturday 
night  concerts  and  had  the  refreshment 
trailer  on  hand  to  serve  the  audiences. 

Also  in  August,  about  a  dozen  of 
our  members  attended  the  New  Eng- 
land District  Kiwanis  Convention,  this 
year  in  Burlington,  VT.  Phyllis  Pickert 
delivered  a  check  for  $1,200  from  our 
on-going  collection  for  Camp  Sunshine 
in  Maine.  The  camp  is  a  haven  for  seri- 
ously ill  children  and  their  families,  who 
spend  a  week  there  for  rest  and  respite. 

We  continue  to  take  our  turn  at 
the  Breaking  Bread  soup  kitchen  at 
St.  Peter's  Center  in  Great  Barrington 
and  send  out  our  monthly  Litter  Patrol 
squads  to  clean  up  a  two-mile  stretch 
along  Route  7.     — Richard  L.  Goodwin 

The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  meets  Tuesdays  at 
7  p.m.  at  Limey's  Restaurant. 


THE 


ASHLEY  HOUS 

AjriLtY  r    A    L     L    5 


W  1:  A  L  T  1 1        P  O  WER        MIS  T  O  R  Y        F  R  E  E  D  O  M 


OPEN    SATURDAY    &    SUNDAY, 
NAY    ZB— OCTOBER  9  -    I  Qam-Spm 


250  ymn  ago.  Colore!  John  Asfotey  owr&ed  3000  acres, 

forms,  mili§,-"«an<l  slaves.  Learn  how  El&alsetf*  Freeman  %md 

(or  Ker  own  freedom—and  won,  Aduit  $5<  Members:  FREE. 


COOPER    HILL    ROAD  -    413,298.3239   *  WWW.THETRUSTEeS.ORG 


A  FRO     P 


22 


LAND  TRUST  CHALLENGE  GRANT  ANNOUNCED 

The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  has  been  awarded  a  generous  chal- 
lenge grant  for  2005  by  a  full-time  resident  who  wishes  to  re- 
main anonymous.  The  grant  will  be  used  to  match  membership 
contributions  from  new  members  and  from  current  members 
who  increase  their  membership  giving  or  their  gifts  to  special 
major  projects,  such  as  the  Bow  Wow  Road  Farm  and  Nature 
Preserve,  the  Howden  Farm  and  the  Community  Recreational 
and  Educational  Trail  Network  near  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High 

CONSERVATION  WALK  &  FUN  DAY 

The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  is  sponsoring  its  third  annual  fall  con- 
servation property  walk  on  Sun.,  Oct.  30.  The  conserved  proper- 
ty to  be  explored  this  year  is  the  Tatkon  property  on  LeGeyt  Rd., 
where  the  Land  Trust  shares  an  office  with  the  local  branch  of 
The  Nature  Conservancy.  This  year's  guide  is  Tom  Wessels,  the 
noted  naturalist  and  author  of  Reading  the  Forested  Landscape. 
The  walk  will  provide  an  opportunity  to  experience  some  of  the 
techniques  that  Wessels  described  in  last  February's  Land  Trust 
Winter  Lecture.  The  Tatkon  property  is  40  acres  of  mixed  upland 
forest,  fields  and  wetlands  north  of  LeGeyt  Rd.  and  east  of  Upper 
Barnum  St.  The  terrain  for  the  walk  is  mostly  gentle  slopes.  Good 
walking  shoes  and  long  pants  are  suggested.  The  time  of  the  walk 
will  be  announced  in  local  media  closer  to  the  event. 

In  addition  to  the  walk,  the  Land  Trust  will  be  hosting  a 
family  fun  day  on  its  grounds,  with  entertainment  and  refresh- 
ments for  kids  and  adults  alike.  Everyone  is  welcome  to  these 
free  events.  Watch  for  further  details. 


School.  "With  this  grant,  we  hope  to  raise  additional  monies 
in  support  of  our  efforts  to  preserve  this  beautiful  community," 
said  John  Wightman,  president  of  the  Land  Trust. 

The  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  dedicated  to  protecting  the  land 
essential  to  Sheffield's  natural,  scenic,  rural  and  agricultural 
character,  was  founded  in  1989.  Since  then,  it  has  worked  with 
families  to  voluntarily  conserve  roughly  3,400  acres  of  prime 
farm  land,  forest,  wildlife  habitat  and  recreational  land. 
For  more  information,  contact  the  Land  Trust  at  229-0234  or 
shefland@bcn.net.  Or  check  the  organization's  website  at  www. 
sheffieldland.org. 


Ever  wondered  about  stone  wall  in  the  woods?  Wlmt  types  of  ani- 
mals were  they  designed  to  keep  in?  Find  out  on  a  guided  walk  with 
naturalist  Tom  Wessels  at  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust's  Fall  Property 
Walk  on  October  30. 


CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  •  Beer  •  Wine  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


iel(jviarKet 


4 

Sheffiel 


Fridays 
4to7 

center 

of  town 

Sheffield's  Weekly 
Community  Gathering 
Place! 


Farm  Fresh  Produce. 
Organic  Eggs  &  Meals. 
Berkshire  Breads  I 

&  Baked  Goods.  \ 

Local  Cheese  &  More' 

\ 


A  PROUD  MEMBER  OF  BERKSHIRE  GROWN 
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CEMETERY  RESTORATION 

Tammy  Blackwell  and  Jim  Miller  are  starting  a  new,  all-vol- 
unteer committee  to  help  in  the  restoration  of  Sheffield's 
public  cemeteries,  where  over  the  years  many  stones  have 
toppled  or  broken.  The  final  nudge  to  starting  this  project 
was  the  collapse  of  an  ancient  maple  tree  in  the  Barnard 
Cemetery  on  Route  7.  It  took  out  several  stones,  including 
some  of  Revolutionary  veterans  and  others  carved  by  local 
craftsmen  using  local  marble  or  the  rarer  Connecticut  River 
valley  brownstone  and  slate. 

The  committee  is  looking  for  volunteers  to  help  set 
toppled  stones  upright  and  fill  low  spots.  The  broken  stones 
are  in  need  of  professional  repairs.  The  first  estimate  (for 
the  Barnard  Cemetery)  is  for  $2,500,  so  the  committee  has 
set  a  goal  of  $5,000  for  all  the  stones  needing  repair.  All  of 
this  will  facilitate  proper  maintenance  and  add  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  sites  in  addition  to  saving  part  of  Sheffield's 
cultural  and  historical  artifacts. 

A  mailing  has  been  sent  to  Sheffield  residents  to  raise 
money  for  work  that  can't  be  done  by  volunteers.  If  you'd 
like  to  contribute  money  or  time,  contact  the  Sheffield 
Cemetery  Project,  RO.  Box  7,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

— James  Miller 

SCOUT  NEWS 

The  troop  is  back  from  a  great  trip  to  the  Boy  Scout  Jambo- 
ree. On  the  way  down  we  spent  a  couple  of  days  at  Gettys- 
burg and  arrived  at  Fort  A.  R  Hill  in  Virginia  on  Wednes- 
day in  time  for  the  heat.  While  in  Virginia  the  troop  toured 
Luray  Caverns  and  the  Auto  Museum  and  stopped  in  New 
Jersey  on  the  way  back  at  a  water  slide  park  to  relax  and 
have  some  fun. 

On  Oct.  1st  the  troop  has  scheduled  its  annual  Roast 
Beef  Dinner  from  5-7  pm.  The  meal  consists  of  tossed 
salad,  bread  and  butter,  roast  beef,  small  potatoes,  French- 
cut  green  beans  and  homemade  desserts.  Tickets  can  be 
purchased  from  any  member  of  Boy  Scout  Troop  28  or  at 
the  door.  For  more  information,  contact  George  Oleen  at 
229-6670,  Owen  Wright  at  229-7728,  Bill  Capasse  at  229- 
3304  or  Robert  Reynolds  at  229-2460.        —  George  Oleen 


silk's  variety^ 


Beer/Wine/Spirits 
and  much  more!! 


jfcr^ 


■.**&  .  1 


a 


107  main  street 

Sheffield,  ma 

±13.ZZS.<$70Z 


CEMETERY  BOARD  LOOKING  FOR  MEMBERS 

The  Lesh  Memorial  Cemetery  Association  is  looking  for  volun- 
teers to  join  its  Board  of  Directors.The  cemetery  was  established 
fairly  recently  with  the  bequest  of  property  from  the  estates  of 
Alfred  and  (Catherine  Lesh  on  Brush  Hill  Rd.  by  Three  Mile  Pond. 
Board  members'  duties  include  overseeing  the  finances  of  the 
association  and  the  perpetual  care  of  the  cemetary  as  well  as 
maintaining  cemetery  records.  If  you're  interested,  contact  Mark 
Bachetti  at  229-6659  or  Julie  Hannum  at  229-8980. 


LOCAL  AUTHOR  AT  GRANGE 

The  Sheffield  Grange  will  host  a  book  signing  by  local  author 
Christopher  Nye  at  their  Oct.  4  meeting  at  7pm.  He  will  also 
read  his  book,  The  Old  Shepherd's  Tale,  published  by  Hou- 
satonic  Press  in  2004.  The  book  is  an  illustrated  retelling  of 
the  Christmas  story  from  a  shepherd's  point  of  view.  Nye,  who 
received  a  Fulbright  to  study  playwriting  in  England,  writes 
mostly  poetry  and  non-fiction.  He  has  worked  as  a  college 
professor  and  is  now  at  The  Orion  Society,  a  national  environ- 
mental organization  based  in  Great  Barrington.  The  book  was 
illustrated  by  Henri  Sorensen,  whose  credits  include  more  than 
20  books  for  children. 

Come  and  bring  your  children  and  grandchildren  to  hear 
this  inspiring  story.  Refreshments  will  be  served. 


6th  Annual 
Silent  Auction 

Christ  Church 

Maple  Ave  &  RT  7,  Sheffield,  MA 

Saturday,  October  8th 
10AM -4PM 

Lunch  Available  11AM  -  2PM 

OVER  150  LOTS 

Fine  Antiques,  Silver,  Glass, 

China,  Linens,  Cameras,  Jewelry, 

Household  Items,  Art,  Gift 

Certificates  &  Much  More. 

Don't  Miss  This  One! 
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BE  A 'TREE  PARENT 

The  Sheffield  Tree  Project  is  going 
back  to  its  roots  and  looking  for  people 
interested  in  growing  and  caring  for  a 
small  nursery  of  native  trees  for  two 
to  three  years.  The  trees  would  then 
be  transplanted  to  permanent  loca- 
tions along  the  public  ways  of  Sheffield 
and  Ashley  Falls,  as  part  of  the  tree 
project's  ongoing  plantings.  If  you  have 
space  for  10  or  more  small  trees,  please 
contact  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project  at 
(413)  822-1602  or  info@sheffieldtr 
eeproject.org.  For  more  on  this  orga- 
nization's effort,  see  the  Selectmen's 
Minutes  for  June  6  on  page  16. 

Planting  October  8th 

Volunteers  are  also  wanted  for  the  fall 
tree  planting  Oct.  8.  Meet  at  9:30  at 
the  Town  Hall  parking  lot  or  contact 
STP  as  above  for  more  information. 


The  helping  hands  of  Sheffield  Tree 
Project  volunteers  prepare  the  rootball  of 
a  tree  for  transplanting. 


BARTHOLOMEW'S 

Volunteer  Work  Party.Thurs- 
days,  through  Oct.,  9:00- 
1 1:30am.  Help  with  all  sorts  of 
fall  projects.  Call  for  specifics 
each  week.  Fun  for  all.  Please 
call  in  advance.  Free  to  all. 

Native  American  Flute  Concert. 
Sat.,  Sept.  1 0, 5pm.  Northern 
Cheyenne  fluteman  and  Gram- 
my Award  nominee  Joseph  Fire 
Crow  returns  to  Hurlburt's  Hill 
with  the  clear,  bright,  soul-stir- 
ring sounds  of  his  handmade 
wooden  flutes.  Please  arrive  no 
later  than  4pm  for  travel  to  the 
concert  site.  Bring  a  blanket  or 
lawn  chair  and  a  picnic,  if  de- 
sired. Sunset  is  at  7: 1 2pm.  Call 
for  reservations.  Members:  adult 
$  1 2,  child  (6- 1 6)  $6.  Nonmem- 
bers:  adult  $15,  child  $8. 

Delicious,  Nutritious  Wild 
Edibles.  Sun.,  Sept.  11,1 2:30- 
2:30pm,  Learn  to  identify 
dozens  of  wild  edibles,  how 
to  collect  them  ethically  and 
how  to  incorporate  them  into 
your  own  cuisine.  Pre-register. 
Members:  adult  $5,  child  (6- 1 6) 
free.  Nonmembers:  adult  $8, 
child  free. 

Nightlife  on  the  Housatonic 
River.  Sat.,  Sept.  1 7, 6:30-8:30pm. 
Nighttime  is  the  right  time  for 
wildlife  on  the  river.  As  the  sun 
sets  at  7pm,  a  full  moon  will 


COBBLE  PROGRAMS 

rise.  Enjoy  a  moonlit  paddle  with  a 
naturalist/guide  and  look  for  otter, 
muskrat,  beaver  and  other  wildlife. 
Pre-register.  Members:  adult  $20, 
child  ( 1 0- 1 6)  $  1 0.  Nonmembers: 
adult  $30, child  (1 0-1 6)  $15. 

Natural  History  Canoe  Trip. 
Sundays,  Sept.  25-Oct.  2, 9am- 
1 2pm,  Sat.,  Oct.  8, 9:30am- 1 2pm, 
Columbus  Day,  Mon.,  Oct.  10, 
9:30am- 1 2pm,  Sundays,  Oct.  1 6-30. 
9:30am- 1 2pm.  Paddle  the  winding 
Housatonic  River  with  a  natural- 
ist/guide. Look  for  wildlife  and 
learn  about  river  ecology.  Binocu- 
lars helpful.  Pre-register.  Mem- 
bers: adult  $20,  child  ( 1 0- 1 6)  $  1 0. 
Nonmembers:  adult  $30,  child 
(10-16)  $15. 

Owl  Prowl:  In  Search  of  the  Silent 
Flyers.  Saturdays,  Oct.  1 5  &  22, 
7-9pm.  Owls  have  an  amazing  abil- 
ity to  hunt  swiftly,  accurately  and 
silently  in  the  dead  of  night.  We'll 
learn  how  certain  physiological 
traits  support  these  capabilities; 
we'll  listen  to  the  calls  of  great- 
horned,  barred,  saw-whet  and 
screech  owls  and  try  to  draw 
them  in. With  luck,  we  may  see 
one  of  these  silent  flyers.  Pre-reg- 
ister. Members:  adult  $4,  child  free. 
Nonmembers:  adult  $6,  child  $2. 

Programs  meet  at  the  Cobble  on  Weatogue 
Rd.,  in  Ashley  Falls.  Members  of  the  Trustees 
of  Reservations  attend  free  or  at  a  reduced 
rate.  For  more  information,  call  229-8600. 


ArTc7Rt>A£>L.2.  LUXURY 

A&f   t*L«Vrn   Jo^Kt-t-s.  v$H7.?7 
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South  Main  Clothing  Outlet 

8  1     Main   St.    Sheffield  4  1  3-229-8887 

www.SouthMainClothingoutuet.com  S> 


Est  1967 


SHEFFIELD  REALTY 

P0  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA  01 257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


BOB  VAN  DEUSEN-BR0KER 
PHONE:  413-229-8861 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 
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Phyllis  CTelesha  to  Richard  N.  &  Cindy  L  Liston- 
Wel I s>  property  at  South  Undermountain  Rd„ 
$20,000. 

Qaire  Fellerman  (Raabe)  to  Sumac  Nominee  Realty 
Trust,  property  at  534  South  Main  Street,  $275,000. 
James  M.  &  Rose  M.  CosgrifF  to  The  Sheffield  Land 
Trust,  Inc.,  property  at  Salisbury  Rd.,  $87,000. 
Kenneth  R.&  Diane  L.  Bartow  to  Nicholas  A.  & 
Heather  Bartow,  property  at  65  Pine  Lane,  $222,250. 
Hulett  Hill  Rd.  LLC  to  Mark  E.  Bachetti,  property  at 
Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  $58,200. 

Elm  Knoll  Farm  to  Gregory  M.  Small  &  Claire  N. 
Anacreon,  property  at  109  Alum  Hill  Rd.,  $520,000. 


Audra  L.  &  Ronald  Herman  to  Ronald  Herman, 
property  at  1 986  Home  Rd.,  $  1 3 1 ,7 1 0.27. 
Stephen  I.&  Marianne  W.Witdorchic  to  Anne  Brady, 
property  at  470  Sheffield  Plain,  $475,000. 
Hulett  Hill  Rd.  LLC  to  Joseph  Wilkinson  III,  property 
at  Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  $80,000. 


8     Hulett  Hill  Rd.  LLC  to  Marie  F.  Massini,  property  at 

Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  $45,000. 
8     Hulett  Hill  Rd.  LLC  to  Gregg  S.  Massini,  property  at 

Hulett  Hill  Rd,  $50,000. 
8     Hulett  Hill  Rd.  LLC  to  Dawn  S.  Massini,  property  at 

Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  $90,000. 
1 1      Michael  J.  Shiels  &  Edward  J.  Ustico  to  Harry  E.  Conklin, 

Trustee,  property  at  Hickey  Hill  Rd.,  less  than  $  100. 

1 1  Michael  Shiels  &  Edward  Ustico  to  S.  M.  Kahn,  property 
at  Hickey  Hill  Rd.,  $300,000. 

1 2  Hulett  Hill  Rd.  LLC  to  Phyllis  and  Lewis  Richard  Prio- 
letti,  property  at  Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  $55,000. 

1 5     Paul  S.  &  Theodora  Batacchi  to  Paul  S.  Batacchi  III  & 
Holly  L  Cavanaugh,  property  at  75  Bunce  Rd.,  $  1 50,00. 

1 8     Steven  D.  Kelsey,  Debra  K.  Lawrence,  Tamie  Kelsey- 
West  and  Frances  J.  Kelsey  to  Christopher  B.  Sink  & 
Jon  A  MacClaren,  property  at  104  Ashley  Falls  Rd., 
$375,000. 

20      Frank  L.  &  Joann  Leone  to  Michael  J.  Renzullo,  property 
at  Berkshire  Lake  Estates,  $20,000. 

22     Tammy  VanDeusen  to  Leo  A.  Bek  &  Deborah  Postal 
Goldstain,  property  at  1841  Home  Rd.,  $240,000. 
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fflXKS 

SALES  ASSOCIATE 

auk) * 

WILLIAM  BDQCKMAXl 

W     REAL     ESTATE    I> 

Celebrating  Thirty  Years  of  Personal,  Professional  Service 

DEBORAH  A.  LEVINSON 

Sales  Associate 

413  229-3990  hm.  office     413  528-4859  office 
debor  ah@williambf  ockman.  com 
www.berkshiresforsale.com 
Massachusetts       New  York       Connecticut 


QflLlBW 


7  A  Ashley  Falls  -  413-229-8179 

insightcharts@earthlink.net 

Gallery  and  Greenhouse  Hours:  Daily  10am-4pm 

-Presenting  Works  By  - 

tmerick/C.  ScHvwzh 
Mary  E.  W&i&er 


carpel  and  upholstery  cleaning 

:liitfii)sJ.MADJ25? 

Phone  (413)22*9-8280 
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Automotive  Interior:  Ckztm  snd  Dmtdffi \?<d 

Ddooding  and  Drying 

Ht  Odors  Netitratal 

I  vaumi  and  Cert  M 
Frtc  Estimate 
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Calendar  Page 


September 


5 
9 

10 

10- 
13 
17 
17 


17 

18 
24 
29 


LABOR  DAY 

The  Story  of  Ashley  Falls  Mil  I,  Ashley  Falls 

Mill,  7pm  tour;  8pm  program,  p.  20 

Sheffield  In  Celebration,  Sheffield  Center,  3-7pm 

Center  of  Sheffield,  Rte.  7,  p.  I  &  8 

"The  Guys,"  production,  CPAC,8pm,  p.  7 

Bookmobile,  Library,  p.  12 

Workbee,  1 0am- 1 2noon,  Dan  Raymond  House,  p.  20 

Kiwants  Annual  Steak  Roast  and  Family  Fun  Day, 

Sheffield  Town  Park,  3pm  activities;  5-7pm  dinner, 

p.  22 

Oil  and  Paint  Disposal,  9am-l2noon,  Gt.  Barrington 

Transfer  Station,  p.  19 

Special  Coffee  Hour,  Congregational  Church,  p.  1 I 

Lecture,  2pm,  Library,  p.  1 2 

Pot  Luck  Luncheon,  l2noon,  Senior  Center,  p.  1 5 


October 

I  Architectural  Walking  Tour,  10am,  Dan  Raymond 

House,  p.  20 
I  Lecture,  Library,  2pm,  p.  1 2 

I  Boy  Scouts  Annual  Roast  Beef  Dinner,  5-7pm,  p.  24 

4  Local  Author,  Christopher  Nye,  reads,  7pm, 

Sheffield  Grange,  p.  24 
8  Tree  Planting,  9:30am-4pm,  meet  at  Town  Hall 

parking  lot,  p.  25 
8  Book  Talk,  Library,  2pm,  p.  1 2 

8  Silent  Auction,  I0am-4pm,  Christ  Church,  p.  1 1 

10         COLUMBUS  DAY 
1 2         YOM  KIPPUR  (begins  at  sundown) 

1 4  Samuel  Hopkins  Man  from  Yale,  7:30pm,  Library,  p.  20 

1 5  Sue  McVeety  book  signing,  Library,  2pm,  p.  1 2 
15         SHEFFIELD  TIMES  DEADLINE 

19         Fall  Automobile  Outing  to  Hill-Stead,  9:30am, 

meet  at  Dan  Raymond  House,  p.  20 
22         Cemetery  Stroll,  4-6pm,  Hewins  Cemetary,  p.  20 

22  50s  Style  Sock  Hop,  Mt  Everett  Regional 
High  School  gymnasium,  p.  7 

23  Rededication  Ceremony,  CPAC,  p.  7 

30         Land  Trust  Conservation  Walk  and  Fun  Day.Tatkon 
property  on  LeGeyt  Rd.,  p.  23 

30  Daylight  Savings  ends 

31  HALLOWEEN 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted  by 
number-  i.e.  "1s",  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day 
occurs  in  the  month.   *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-10:30am  (p3) 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s",  3rd,  41* 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6-7:30pm 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6pm  -  8pm 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview  Hospital 
Library,  6:30pm,  4m 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd  (except  November) 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 

Physical  Fitness,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  9am 

Council  on  Aging,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  3rd 
Thursdays: 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11:30 

*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center.  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4m 
Fridays: 

Farmer's  Market,  Old  Parish  Parking  Lot,  4-7 
Saturdays: 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4" 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 

September 

1 3      Physical  Fitness  Class  resumes 
20     *Footcare  Clinic,  9  a.m. 
29      Pot  Luck  Luncheon  with  Medicare  Part 
D  Discussion 


PLEASE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 
/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Timesl  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 


j  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1 339,  Sheffield.  MA  0 1 257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 
Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 

CI  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous  CD  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 

LJ  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  providea  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  and  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 
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Sheffield 
Fair  on  the  Gieen 


Ashley  Falls 
Fair  "off"  die  Gteen 


^5th 
Annual 


heffield  *» 

elebration 

Saturday  Sept.  10th     3  -  7pm 

Center  of  Sheffield,  R/e  7 


•  Classic  and  Muscle  Cars 

•  Old  Parish  Church  Sale 

•  Food:    Kiwanis'  burners  &hottk)^ 
home-baked  ^xxls, 
fried  dc  >iu;h,  ice  cream, 
fruit  tarts  and  more... 


•  Local  Vendors  &  Craftspeople 
•  Glory  B.  Clowns 
Quilt  Raffle 


•  Hose  Co.  #  1 
Open  House 

Blacksmith 
Demonstration 

Information  &  Exhibits  from: 

•  Sheffield  Historical  Society 

•  Sheffield  Land  Trust 

•  Sheffield  Senior  Center 

•  Sheffield  Tree  Project 


Music: 

3:00  -  4:00  The  Joint  Chiefs 

4:15-5:00  Tom  Ingersoll  &  Friends 

5:1 5  -  7:00  The  Bobby  Sweet  Trio 


Boy  Scouts'  Climbing  Wall 

Children's  Activities:  Hayrides, 
Face  Painting,  Cider  Press,  Hay  Maze, 
Craft  Table,  Peanuts-in-a-1  laystack, 

&  more... 


and...  Friday  Sept.  9th 


Sheffield 
Farmers'  Market 

[own  Center,  Sheffield 

Fresh  local  produce,  flowers, 

oreanic  meats,  cheeses, 

baKed  goods  &  MORE. 

4—7  pm 


Tour  of  Ashley  Mill 

at  the  Old  Mill,  Ashley  Falls 

7pm 

Program  on  the 

History  of  The  Mill 

8pm  at  Trinity  Methodist  HalL 


Corporate  Sponsor:  Sheffield  Pottery 
Benefectors:  Berkshire  Bank,  Berkshire  School  and  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust  Co. 


THANKYOU! 

The  Sheffield  Times  relies  on  generous 
contribution  from  the  community  in 
addition  to  advertising  to  keep  this  free 
newsletter  going.    Donations  are  tax- 
deductible.  See  the  coupon  on  page  27. 

The  Sheffield  Times  extends  its  thanks 

to  the  following  recent  supporters 

(if  we  missed  anyone  in  this  issue 

we'll  get  you  in  the  next!) : 


Mary  Cane 
Sharon  and  Jeffryey  Casdin 

Hope  Crocker 

Betsy  and  Michael  Ebenstein 

Edmund  Grosman  and  Arlene  Petroff 

Gulotta  Brothers,  Inc. 

Keith  Hyatt  and  Kim  Beattie 

Louis  Levine 

Rich  and  Laraine  Novak 

David  L  Neubert 

OleTJ's  Antiques 

Phyllis  Samuals 

Ethel  Storer 

Mr.&Mrs.H.W  Turton 

Jackie  Weaver 

Barbara  and  Willard  Weeks 

Richard  Zimmerman 


Sheffield 
TIMES 

Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  6k  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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